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PREFACE 


By patting into this little volume the Armerd 
Mariner, Kubla Khan, and Christabel, I have thought 
to malts easily accessible to student* of secondary 
schools the perfect flower of Coleridge’s poetical 
genius. Nowhere else, I believe, could there be found 
three poems whose study, if properly directed, would 
be more likely to lead to an appreciation of the sweet- 
ness and loveliness of poetry, and to overcome that 
spirit of materialism for which we Americans have 
been so much criticised. 

In the Introduction. I have tried to give an impres- 
sion of Coleridge’s place in English literature, mid to 
interest the student in his life and work in such a 
way as to promote further reading, not only in what 
Coleridge himself wrote, but also in whrt Jhis contem- 
poraries wrote. The Notes have been selected from a 
great amount of material gathered from widely scat- 
tered sources, nothing having been allowed to stand 
which did not seem either actually to elucidate the text 
at to help in the appreciation of some matter that ten- 
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dents more or less new to the study of poetry might 
otherwise pass over without notice. Everywhere the 
aim has been to stimulate, rather than to supersede, 
thought. The numerous references given throughout 
the book are intended to aid the teacher in bringing 
to his class additional material; for, although the 
Ancient Mariner is included in the “ reading list ” of 
the English requirements for entrance to college, there 
is every reason why the poem should be carefully 
studied. The mere reading of the poem, in fact, will 
reveal to the ordinary student very little of the wealth 
of imagination with which it is pervaded. 

The text here given is, with a very few slight 
changes made to make the punctuation and typogra- 
phy more consistent and attractive, that of 1829, the 
last to be issued under the personal supervision of 
the poet. The mark °, which appears in the text, 
indicates a note. The portrait of Coleridge which 
forms the frontispiece of this volume is from the 
painting (1796) by Peter Vandyke, and was said by 
Cottle to exhibit the poet “in one of his animated 
conversations, the expression of which the painter has 
in good degree preserved.” 

T.T. H. 


Uu.WA.0xas, Wn., Oct. as, MBS. 
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t COLERIDGE'S LIFE AND WORKS 

• 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, the youngest of thh> 
teen children, was bom at Ottery, Devonshire, Eng- 
land, October 21, 1772, In the eccentricities of his 
father, the simple-hearted preacher and pedagogue of 
Ottery St. Mary, can be traced the origin of some 
of the peculiarities of the poet. The former was the 
author of several books, among which was A Critical 
Latin Grammar. In this work he proposed several 
innovations, one of which was to substitute for the 
ordinary names of the cases such terms as “prior, 
possessive, attributive, posterior, interjective, and 
quale*qimre*quidditive,” “The truth is,” Coleridge 
once wrote, “my father was not a first-rate genius; 
he was, however, a first-rate Christian, which is much 
better. . . . In learning, good-heartedness, absentness 
of mind, and excessive ignorance of the world, he was a 
perfect Parson Adams.” 1 Of the poet’s mother we 

Hotter to Poole. Wort* (Sfcwld), Voh HL, p.**. 
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know much less. She deems to have been a very 
ordinary woman, ardently devoted to her household 
duties, out of all sympathy with “ your harpsichord 
ladies, 9 ’ as unemotional and unimaginative as she was 
uneducated, and withal a very Martha in her ex- 
quisite care in the trifles of life. 

The little poet was much petted by both his father 
and mother — a fact that brought him the dislike of 
the other children and made him very miserable. He 
therefore took no pleasure in boyish sports, but read 
incessantly. “ I read through all gilt-cover little books 
that could be had at that time, tod likewise all the 
uncovered tales of Tom Hickathrift, Jack the Giant- 
Killer, and the like. And I used to lie by the wall 
and mope, and my spirits used to come upon me sud- 
denly and in a flood ; and then I was accustomed to 
run up and down the churchyard, and act over again 
all Z had been reading on the docks, the nettles, and 
the rank grass. At six years of age I remember to 
have read Belisarius, Eobinson Crusoe, and Philip 
Quarles (Quarll) ; and then I found the Arabian 
Mights’ Entertainments, one tale of which . . . made 
so deep an impression on me . . . that I was haunted 
by spectres whenever I was in the dark; tod X dis- 
tinctly recollect the anxious tod fearful eagerness 
with which 1 used to watch the window Where the 
book lay, and when the sun came upon it l would 
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seise it, catty it by the wail, end bask, and read. My 
father found out the effect which these books had 
produced, and burned them. So I became a dreamer, 
and acquired an indisposition to all bodily activity $ 
I was fistful, and inordinately passionate; ... de- 
spised and bated by the boys; . . . flattered and won- 
dered at by all the old women. . . . and- before I was 
eight years old I was a character.” 1 

Thus, even during his childhood, his thoughts, his 
habits, as well as his language, were unlike those of 
the ordinary boy. Late in 1781 his father died, and 
the following year the boy was transferred from the 
Grammar School, where he had gone from a Lame’s 
School, and had easily outstripped all of his own age, 
to Christ’s Hospital, the great Charity School of Lon- 
d8n — an establishment where excellent instruction 
was to be had, but where the diet and discipline were 
of the sort found at the notorious Mr. Squeera's Dotihe* 
boys Hall. Here, among six or seven hundred blue, 
coated lade, pent up in dim cloisters in the heart of 
a great city, and seeing nothing lovely but the sky 
and stars, 1 the boy lived a long exile of eight years. 
41 My talents and superiority,” he said, "made me for- 
ever at the head in my routine of study, though 
Utterly without the desire to be so; without a spark 

* Utter to Poole. Wtovto, Tel ID., m. MMH& 

* See Pro* «t Jttmjlti, 
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at ambition ; and as to emulation, it bad no meaning 
fas me; bat the difference between toe and my form- 
fellows, in our lessons and exercises, bore no propor- 
tion to the measureless difference between me and 
them in the wide, wild wilderness of useless, unar- 
ranged book knowledge and book thoughts .” 1 In a 
similar strain wrote Charles Lamb, his schoolfellow 
and lifelong friend : “Come back into memory, like as 
thou wert in the dayspring of thy fancies, with hope 
like a fiery column before thee — the dark pillar 
not yet turned — Samuel Taylor Coleridge — Logician, 
Metaphysician, Bard ! — How have I seen the casual 
passer through the Cloisters stand still, intranoed with 
admiration (while he weighed the disproportion be- 
tween the speech and the garb of the young Miran- 
dula), to hear thee unfold, in thy deep and sweit 
intonations, the mysteries of Jomblichus, or Plotinus 
(for even in those years thou waxedst not pale at 
such philosophic draughts), or reciting Homer in his 
Greek, or Pindar, while the walls of the old Grey 
Briars refichoed to the accents of the inspired 
cfcor&y^oy/”* 

The visionary propensities of the inspired chart ty- 
boy, however, were in direct contrast to the sound 
common sense of the head-master of the school — the 

1 Wot**. Vol. m., p. 818. 

* Christ' t Hospital Five and Thirty Y*ar1 4 go. 
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Reverend Mr. James Boyer. The savage floggings 
inflicted by the latter furnished the dreams of even 
the mature manhood of the poet with spectres as 
awful, we may suppose, as any that had haunted the 
distempered sleep of his childhood. One of these 
floggings, Coleridge said, was just. He had taken a 
notion of being apprenticed to a shoemaker, but when 
the matter was brought to the irate schoolmaster the 
boy was knocked down, and the shoemaker jostled 
out of the room. Upon being asked by Boyer why he 
had made such a fool of himself, Coleridge replied 
that he hated the thought of becoming a clergyman— 
as it was then intended he should. " Why bo? ” said 
Boyer. “ Because, to tell you the truth, sir/’ said the 
boy, “I am an infidel !” “ So, sirrah, you are an infi- 
del, are you? Then I’ll flog youxv infidelity out of 
you ! ” And without more ado he proceeded to con- 
vert the young sceptic by means of the birch , 1 Nev- 
ertheless, "this horrid incarnation of whips and 
scourges,” as DeQuincey once characterized him, was 
a teacher of marked individuality, and a man whose 
influence proved to he a needful check upon the way- 
ward fancy of the youthful poet. In his Biographia 
Ltteraria (Chap. I.) Coleridge pays a deserved tribute 
to hie master) "He early moulded my taste to the 

1 Tabk-Taii, May 31, 1890; GHUaan’* Itf* <tf Colmidot, VoJ. I. 

W>. 21,21. 
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preference of Demosthenes to Cicero, of Hornet «ad 
Theocritus to Virgil, and again, of Virgil to Ovid. , * . 
At the same time that we were studying the Greek 
tragic poets, he made us read Shakespeare and Hilton 
as lessons; and they were the- lessens, too, which 
required mOBt time and trouble to bring up, bo as to 
escape his oensure. 1 learnt from him that poetry, 
even that of the loftiest, and, seemingly, that of the 
wildest Odes, bad a logic of its own aS severe a'S that 
of science, and more difficult, because more subtle, 
more complex, and dependent on more and more 
fugitive causes. In the truly great poets, he would 
say, there is a reason assignable, not only for every 
word, but for the position of every word." 

To Coleridge’s aversion to boyish pastimes thei# 
was at this rime at least one exception. On one occa- 
sion we hear of the lad swimming across the New 
River without uu dressing, and letting his clothes dry 
On his back, with the inevitable consequence to Ms 
health. At another time, oblivions to all about him, 
the boy was going down the crowded Strand, with his 
anus tossing about in an imaginary sea. A stranger, 
With whose pocket his hand happened to come in 
contact, promptly seised him and accused him of an 
attempt to pick his pocket. u What ! so young and 
so wicked?” he exclaimed. Whereupon the fright- 
ened boy sobbed out his denial, and explained that he 
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thought himself Lewder swimming across the Helles- 
pont. The astonished stranger was so impressed witt 
this apology that he at once paid Coleridge’s subscrip- 
tion to a circulating library , 1 which the lonely lad pro- 
ceeded to read straight through, folios and all, whethe 
he understood them or not, at the rate of two volumes 
a day. At times his reading took odd turns. Qn< 
while we find him reading all the medical and surgica 
bookrf he oould get hold of; another, bewildering him- 
self in metaphysics, when history, novels and romances 
and even poetry, became inaipjfi to him- It was whilr 
plunged head over ears in metaphysic depths that h 
was presented with a booklet containing the Sonnet, 
of Mr. Bowles. These poems so delighted him tha 
yx less than a year and a half he made forty tran- 
scriptions as presents for his friends. To Coleridg 
thaw sonnets were a revelation, because in both forte 
and matter they were characterized by a naturalness 
which was wholly wanting in the artificial poetry o. 
the school of Pope, — a style which was then uni- 
versally admired. The same qualities, it is true, hac 
made themselves felt to even a greater degree in the 
poems of Blake, Oowper, and Bums, but of these 
poets Coleridge at that time knew nothing. In hi 
championship of this new poetry Coleridge found him 


» OtUmsa’i W* p. 11. 
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self obliged to lay a solid foundation upon which to 
rear the principles of his taste and critical opinion, a 
discipline which later developed him into the greatest 
philosophic* critic England has ever produced. 

It need not surprise one, then, that when Coleridge 
in 1791 entered at Jesus College, Cambridge, he pres- 
ently became a centre of attraction. One of his col- 
lege mates says that for the sake of listening to 
Coleridge’s brilliant conversation his room became 
a constant rendezvous of his undergraduate friends. 
Here they gave themselves up to enjoyment iEsehy- 
lus and Plato and Thucydides were pushed aside, and 
the time was devoted by the young enthusiasts to the 
discussion of poetry and philosophy, religion and poli- 
tics. If a political pamphlet had issued from the pregs 
in the morning, at evening Coleridge would repeat 
whole pages verbatim to his wondering audience. And 
‘there were burning questions to be decided. France 
was m the throes of revolution, and all Europe stood 
in breathless expectation awaiting the outcome. The 
most monstrous crimes had not yet been committed 
in the name of Liberty, and Hope could look beyond 
the smoke and bloodshed of the battlefield to a time 
when the last vestige of despotism should be swept 
away, could behold Law and Justice arrayed in the 
purple of authority and seated upon the world's throne. 
Wrought up over these apd kindred speculations it was 
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not strange that a young man of Coleridge’s ability 
should grow weary of the patient labor required to 
win honors as a student He had come to the Uni- 
versity excellently prepared in all except mathematics 
and the sciences, both of which he had from the out- 
set detested, and in his first year, by gaining a gold 
medal for a Greek Ode, had given promise of winning 
a reputation for academic scholarship. But his inter- 
est in his work waned, his reading grew^ more and 
m ore d esultpCTj until, just after beginning Els third 
year^ wKether from debts, or disappointed love, or 
both, he suddenly quitted Cambridge for London. 
Here, having spent the little money he had taken 
with him, and at a loss to know what to do next, he 
unlisted in a regiment of dragoons as Silas Tomkyn 
Comberbach, a name which he afterwards remarked 
was aptly suggestive of his habits as an equestrian. 
But a Latin lament which he had penciled on his stall 
betrayed him, and the discharge which his friends soon 
procured came as a welcome relief from a service for 
which he was but poorly adapted. He lost no time 
in returning to his Alma Mater, where his escapade 
was closed by his being admonished by the Masters 
in the presence of the Fellows. He continued at 
Cambridge until about the middle of December, 1794, 
when he left the University without taking a degree. 

Some six months before leaving the University he 
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had formed the aoquaiatan.ee of Southey, then am 
undergraduate of Oxford and afterwards the poet- 
laureate of England. As each at once recognized the 
other's genius, and as both had much in common, the 
acquaintance fast ripened into an intimate friendship. 
Together with some other kindred spirits, they hatched 
the scheme of PautiBQ$rspy. They were to migrate to 
some unsettled region in America — the Susquehanna 
was selected, largely on account of its sweet-souhding 
name, where the labor of two or three hours each day 
would supply the needs of the body, and the ample 
leisure devoted to study and discussion, those of the 
mind. Poetry was to be written, property was to be 
possessed in common, their wives were to divide their 
time between the duties of the home and the cultiva- 
tion of their minds, all were to believe as they wished 
in religion and politics, and there was to be no selfish- 
ness and no sin. But money was wanting to put the 
project into execution, the enthusiasm of some of the 
poet-emigrants cooled, and the whole dream vanished 
into thin air. Other and more absorbing interests 
soon occupied them, for Southey and Coleridge fell 
in love with, and married, two sisters. The marriage 
of Sarah Pricker to Coleridge occurred October 4, Vfjtfh 
and that of Edith to Southey took place a monthlater. 

Thus it happened that Coleridge was saved from 
Pantisocracy only to be plunged into the severest 
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sort of a struggle for the means of subsistetaoe. To 
begin with, he had no income except the promise of a 
publisher to pay a guinea and a lialf per hundred lines 
of whatever poetry he might produce. But he soon 
discovered that Poetry does not Wait on the beck and 
nod of the task-masters, Bread and Butter, aud he was 
therefore obliged to resort to other devices to earn a 
livelihood. While seeing through the press his Poems 
on Various Subjects, — a volume whose publication 
attracted some favorablo attention from the reviews 
and magazines, but which was delayed until early in 
1796 by his failure to hasten the completion of his 
Religious M usings, he wrote for Tim Morning Chronicle 
and The Critical Review. He also began the publica- 
tion of The Watchman} a miscellany half-way between 
the newspaper and the magazine. But after the peri- 
odical had dragged on for over a year, it was given up 
because it failed to pay expenses. Lecturing he had 
already tried, and he now thought to fit himself for 
the pulpit, but without avail Added to this, his 
wife and he were not able cither to understand or to 
appreciate one another. “Never, 1 suppose,” he once 
wrote, “did the stem match-maker bring together two 
minds so uttcily eontrarient in their primary and or- 
ganics! constitution.” * He himself was in poor health, 

1 See Bingraphla Ltteraria,Cbsp. X., tot an amusing account of 
Ha canvass tor aabsuiben. * letter to Southey. 
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and, in an hoar to be cursed throughout his whole 
life, resorted to opium to relieve his pain. But by 
gifts of money from friends, and by advances from 
his publishers on future literary work, he managed 
to live from hand to mouth until an arrangement by 
which a young man of some literary pretensions was 
settled at his home for a time bettered his financial 
affairs. 

In the fall of 1796 Cole ri dge m et Wordsworth , and 
began the intercourse whose influence upon the careers 
of the two poets and npon the history of English 
poetry can scarcely be overestimated. It would be 
difficult to imagine two men having so much in com- 
mon and living outward and inward lives so dissimi- 
lar. But if the lofty mind of Wordsworth be set over 
against the profound intellect of Coleridge, if his long 
years filled with hopeful activity present a striking 
contrast to Coleridge’s shorter struggle saddened by 
many disheartening failures, if Wordsworth’s single- 
ness of purpose in the pursuit of poetry be more 
admired than Coleridge’s vacillating waywardness in 
attempting scores plans without pursuing them to 
their perfect fulfilment, there were yet many points 
at which the genius of these men met. They were 
the most powerful and original of all the spirits that 
sprang from the ashes of e ighteenth-century cp^ven- 
tionalism, and it may be trumully 234 that the best 
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of what was thought and said at the beginning of the 
present century in England had its inspiration in them 
and was spiritualized by them. It is hardly an exag- 
geration to say that we measure the worth of their 
contemporaries by the extent to which they were influ- 
enced by the p rinciples promulgated by Co leridge and 
Wordsworth, ^ 

Bat however that may be, it is certain that each 
poet -possessed the very qualities needed to bring out 
what was best in the other, and, as a result of this 
stimulating intimacy, Coleridge wrote most of the 
poetry for which he is now remembered, and Words- 
worth much of his, during the period in which the 
two were almost constant companions. It was now 
that Coleridge wrote, in addition to the three poems 
Rontained in the present volume, any one of which 
would have been sufficient to have immortalized him, 
the Ode on the Departing Year , The Three Graves (in 
part), France : an Ode, Frost at Midnight, Fears in 
Solitude, The Ballad of the Dark Ladii, and the tra* 
gedy Osorio , besides many other poems of less worth* 
This, indeed, was the blossoming time of his poetic 
genius. 

Here was conceived, too, the theory of poetry which 
led to the publication of the Lyrical Ballads, a book 
that marked the beginning of a new epoch in the 
history of English poetry. “During the first year 
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, that Mr. Wordsworth and I were neighbours,*^ gay# 
Coleridge in his Biographic Idteraria (Chap. XIV.), 
♦"par conversations turned frequently on the two car* 
dinal points of poetry, the power of exciting the sym- 
pathy of the reader by a faithful adherence to the 
truth nf nature, and the power of giving the interest 
of novelty by the modifying colours of im ag inn.t inr l 
The sudden charm, which accidents of light Mid shade, 
Which moonlight or sunset, diffused over a known and 
familiar landscape, appeared to represent the practica- 
bility of combining both. These are the poetry of 
nature. The thought suggested itself (to which of us 
I do not recollect) that a series of poems might be 
composed of two sorts. In the one, the incidents and 
agents were to be, in part at least, supernatural ; and 
the excellence aimed at was to consist in the inter- 
esting of the affections by the dramatic truth of such 
emotions, as would naturally accompany such situa- 
tions, supposing them real. And real in this sense 
they have been to every human being who, from what- 
ever source of delusion, has at any time believed him- 
self under supernatural agency. For the second elms, 
'subjects were to be chosen from ordinary life; the 
characters and incidents were to be such, as will be, 
found in every village and its vicinity where there is 
a meditative and feeling mind to seek after them, or 
to notice them when they present themselves. r 
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In this idea originated the plan of the 'Lyrical 
Ballads 9 ; in which it was agreed that my endeavours 
should be directed to persons an d char acters super* 
natural, or at least romaiiticpyeF so as" to transfer 
from our inward nature a human interest and a sem- 
blance of truth sufficient to procure for these shadows 
of imagination that willing suspension of disbelief for 
the moment, which constitutes poetic faith . 1 Mr. 
Wordsworth, on the other hand, was to propose to 
himself as his object, to give the charm of novelty 
to things of every day , and to excite a feeling analo- 
gous tothe supernatural, by awakening the mind’s 
attention from the lethargy of custom, and directing 
it to the loveliness and the wonders of *he world 
before us; an inexhaustible treasure, but tor which, 
iff consequence of the film of familiarity and selfish 
solicitude, we have eyes, yet see not, ears that heat 
not, and hearts that neither feel nor understand.” 

To this volume, which was published anonymously 
injy^S, Coleridge contributed the Ancient Mariner and 
three other poems, and Words worth no less than nine- 
teen poems. The poets had written ahead of their time* 
and the reception accorded the book was anything but 
cordial. Small indeed was the number of those who 
did not either entirely ignore it or make it the butt of 
their ridicule. But year by year, as the taste of the 
* See Leotwv* and JSfotu on Shuktpere (Bobu ed*) f 189, 
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public came more and more into harmony with the 
spn it of the book, the latter steadily grew in favor, 
until at last its influence upon the life and thought of 
the time began to be appreciated. 

Before Ihe publication of this book Coleridge had 
been freed from any solicitude as to a livelihood by a 
pension of £150 a year, 1 given him by two rich men 
on the condition that he should devote himself entirely 
to the study of poetry and philosophy. This enabled 
him, in company with Wordsworth and his sister, 
Dorothy Wordsworth, to visit Germany in September, 
1798 t where he remained until the following June. It 
was to this period of his life that Coleridge always 
looked back with most satisfaction. During his stay 
on the continent he became thoroughly proficient in 
the language, literature, and genius of the German 
people, having felt in particular the influence of Les- 
sing, in criticism, and of Kant, in metaphysics. He 
was thus enabled, later on, followed in turn by Carlyle, 
to make German thought influence the intellectual life 
of England. The direct outcome of his tour, however, 
was, in addition to Satyrme's Letters, admirable in 
their way, a translation of Schiller’s Wallenstein,* 
which remains one of the most notable translations 
of poetry into poetry in any literature, since in this 

* Half of this pension was withdrawn in ISIS* 

• tbs first part, ! Vullen$Uin*» Lager, was omitted* 
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work Coleridge not only preserved the spirit of his 
original, but in many places improved upon it. 

The years following Coleridge’s return from Ger* / 
many down to 1816, when he placed himself under , 
the care of Mr. Gillraan at Highgate, can be hastily 
epitomized. For the most part, the life he now led 
was a nomadic one, — he pitched his tent wherever 
evening fell upon him. Like his old seafarer, the 
Ancidht Mariner, he passed like night from place to 
place, with nothing save his strange power of speech 
to win him welcome. When not at home, he might be 
found with W ordswort h at Grasmere, with Poole at 
Stowey, or, perhaps, with Lamb at London. 6n one 
occasion he made a tour through South Wales; cn 
pother he went with Wordsworth and his sister into 
Scotland. He made several short stays in London, 
and, in 1804, even went to Malta, visiting Home and 
Naples on his way back to England, which he reached 
after an absence of two years. He did not at once re- 
turn home, and when he did it was not long before he 
and Mrs. Coleridge agreed to separate. Other troubles 
began to press him down. In spite of his annuity, 
he was again iu narrow straits for money, and was 
forced once more to depend upon gifts and loans from 
his friends and advances from his publishers. He 
was also in wretched health, and, to make matters 
worse, he had allowed opium to cloud and benumb his 
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surprising that the spirit of his great genius lav g yovel* 
Jfc J&ira of hopeless 

During this whole period Coleridge produced only 
some half-dozen poems that are worthy of mention, 
and even these are not of the highest order, — that 
is to say, they do not rank with those written during 
What may be called his annus mirabilis (1797-179§ ). 
Of these, Dejection: an Ode , Hymn beforeSu^mse, 
The Pains of Sleep , and a Tombless Epitaph 1 are the 
finest But he worked over his Osorio, now christened 
Remorse, which had a run of twenty nights at Drury 
Lane and brought him more money than he had got 
from all his previous literary labors. It may be said 
t jiat C oleridge went to Germany a poet an ^’HLum^d 
a ^ h il osopher/ "XTany rate, from the time he returned 
the decline of his poetical power went steadily on. 
Whether it was due to the dismal reign of the Opium 
King or to the preponderance of the critical, or of the 
reflective, over the creative faculty, we can only con- 
jecture, Of this decline Coleridge himself was fully 
conscious, for in his lines To a Gentlemm , written 
shortly after his return from Malta, he writes sadly of a 

44 Sense of past youth, and manhood come in vain, 

And genius given, and knowledge won in vain . 11 

* Pater has applied Unas 14-37 to Coleridge himself* 
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And his Deflection: an Ode is another cry from the 
depths : 

u There was a time when, though my path was rough, 

This joy within me dalliod with distress 
s And all misfortunes were but as the stuff 

Whence Fancy made me dreams of happiness : 

For hope grew round me, like the twining vine, 

And fruits, and foliage, not my own, seemed mine. 

But now afflictions how me down to earth : 

Nor care 1 that they rob me of my mirth ; 

But oh ! each visitation 

( Suspends what Nature gave me at my birth, 

My shaping spirit of Imagination.” 

Perhaps the all-wise Future may show that he bene* 
fi^ed man as much by his metaphysics, as if he had 
written other ChristaheU and other Ancient Mariner s. 
We cannot tell. But we know that after the light of his 
imagination flickered into darkness, there was no Pro- 
methean heat that could relume it. When he had once 
plucked the rose, there was no power that could give 
it vital growth again, — it must needs wither away on 
its stalk. If he had been a Homer or a Shakspere, 
the u years that bring the philosophic inind” would 
have given his poetic powers renewed vigor; but, 
then, there has been but one Shakspere and one 
Homer. As it was, enough of his creative faculty 
remained to make him a keener critic and a more 
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penetrative philosopher than he would otherwise have 
been ; and England needed both. 

But while Coleridge did not at this time write much 
poetry, it must not be supposed that he had no other 
pursuits to occupy his time. He was a journalist and 
a lecturer. In the former capacity he wrote off and 
on for The Morning Post and The Courier , and edited 
on his own account a paper called The Friend. The 
latter was no more successful from a financial Stand- 
point than his ci-devant Watchman , and was soon aban- 
doned. Regarding his lectures, of which the larger 
portion was devoted to Rliakspere, there are conflict- 
ing reports. It would seem that he sometimes kept 
his audience waiting long after the hour appointed for 
the lecture to begin ; that at times he did not appear 
at all ; that he not seldom made promises as to future 
lectures which he did not fulfil, and, in spite of his own 
statement to the contrary, that he rarely gave to his 
lectures the careful preparation ordinarily deemed 
requisite. But if this be so, it is no less certain that 
he spoke on subjects to which he had devoted almost 
a lifetime of deliberation, that he was often at his best 
when unhampered by a written manuscript and when 
borne on by the mighty current of his impassioned 
thought Then, too, we know from the meagre re- 
j mains of his lectures that no finer criticism had been 
{heard in England than that which fell from his lips. 
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At Highgate, Coleridge tried to free himself from 
his slavery to opium, and to some extent succeeded. 
Of the few poems he wrote in the last years of his life, 
the exquisite Youth and Age and Work without Hope are 
the best. In 1816 he published a volume containing 
Christabd, Kubla Khan , and Pains of Sleep , but it met 
with a disappointing reception from the reviews. In 
the following year appeared Sibylline Leaves, —a col- 
lection of most of his poetical compositions up to that 
time, — and this was followed by other editions of his 
poems in 1828, 1829, and 1834. In 1817, Zapolya , 
another drama,* a kind of composition for which Cole- 
ridge never showed much talent, was published. The 
list of his most important prose works issued before 
hjs death comprises two Lay Sermons 181 G, 1817, 
Biograph ia Literaria 1817, and Aids to Reflection 1825; 
and after his death, Table-Talk 1835, Literary Remains 
1836-1838, Confessions of an Inquiring Spirit 1840, 
Lectures on Shakspere (from notes by J. P. Collier) 
1875, Letters of S. T. Coleridge 1895, and Anima Poetce 
1895. 1 

But in spite of the fact that Coleridge was obliged 
to, toil on at a time when most men expect to rest from 
their labors, there was more repose in his life at High- 
gate than he had formerly enjoyed. In 1825 he was 

1 My review of this work will be found In The Vial, Nov. L 

im. 
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granted an annuity of 100 g uine as hyj;hejking, which 
was made up to him eT^wTeT^^^Tt^eased soon 
after the king's death in 1830, “It is not secret,” 
writes Leigh Hunt in his Autobiography (Chap, XVI,) 
“that Coleridge lived in the Grove at Highgate with a 
friendly family, who had sense and kindness enough 
to know that they did themselves honor by looking 
after the comforts of such a man. His room looked 
upon a delicious prospect of wood and meadow, with 
colored gardens untier the window, like an embroidery 
to the mantle. 1 thought, when 1 first saw it, that he 
had taken up his dwelling-place like ah abbot. Here 
he cultivated his flowers, and had a set of birds for 
his pensioners, who came to breakfast with him. He 
might have been seen taking his daily stroll up and 
down, with his black coat and white locks, and a book 
in his hand ; and was a great acquaintance of the little 
children. His main occupation, X believe, was reading. 
He loved to read old folios, and to make old voyages 
with Purchas and Marco Polo — the seas being in good 
visionary condition and the vessel well stocked with 
botargoes.” 

And now there had fallen on Coleridge the mantle 
of Dr. Johnson, the g reat talker of the preceding cen- 
tury. Each of these men was the most extraordinary 
talker of his time, but with this difference: Johnson’s 
talk depended upon his apt rejoinders; Coleridge’s* 



nr<rn/i t\ i rntrm 


xxm 


upon the majestic flow of his marvellous monologue 
Johnson, iu short, was cqlloaulaL while Coleridge was 
q^piial It may be said that Coleridge’s reputation 
as a talker rests upon two things, — the printed record 
of what he said, and the witness of those who heard 
hini to the impression produced upon them. Unfor- 
tunately there was no Boswell living in Coleridge’s 
time, and the most of what he said was not perma- 
nently recorded, but some conception of the depth and 
variety of thought in these discourses may be had from 
the T able-Talk , a book made up by his nephew from 
notes of iiisTonversation during the last twelve years 
of his life. On the other hand, the accounts that have 
come down to us from his contemporaries seem little 
short of the incredible, — indeed, the only thing that 
makes them credible is the fact that they have come 
from men widely different in mind and character. A 
pari of one of these accounts must serve for the many 
that might be quoted : “ It was a Sabbath past expres- 
sion deep, and tranquil, and serene,” writes his nephew, 
to *<paas an entire day with Coleridge.” “You came 
to a man who had travelled in many countries, and in 
critical times; who had seen and felt the world in 
most of its ranks and in many of its vicissitudes and 
weaknesses; one to whom all literature and genial art 
were absolutely subject, and to whom, with a reason- 
able allowance to fwehmcrl pll gntancA was 
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in a most extraordinary degree familiar Throughout 
a long-drawn summer’s day would this man talk to you 
in low, equable, but clear and musical, tones, concern- 
ing things human and divine ; marshalling all history, 
harmonizing all experiment, probing the depths of 
your consciousness, and revealing visions of glory and: 
of terror to the imagination ; but pouring withal such 
floods of light upon the mind that you might, for a 
season, like Paul, become blind in the very act of con- 
version. And this he would do without so much as 
one allusion to himself, without a word of reflection on 
others, save when any given act fell naturally in the 
way of his discourse — without one anecdote that was 
not proof and illustration of a previous position ; — 
gratifying no passion, indulging no caprice, but, with 
a calm mastery over your soul, leading you onward and 
onward forever through a thousand windings, yet with 
no pause, to some magnificent point in which, as in a 
focua^all the parti-coloured rays of his discourse should 
converge in light. In all this he was, in truth, your 
teacher and guide; but in a little while you might for- 
get that he was other than a fellow-student and the 
companion of ycur way, — so playful was his manner, 
so simple his language, so affectionate the glance of 
his pleasant eye V 9i 

Coleridge’s last years were burdened tay an illness 
1 TM*-Tatic (Bohn Ed.), pjx 4, * 
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which# with few and brief intervals, confined him to 
the sick-room. His own action had separated him 
from his wife and children, and these filial days were 
gladdened only by the occasional visitor. His mind 
continued vigorous up to the last, and the evening be- 
fore the end he dictated to one at hts bedside a part 
of his religious philosophy which he wished recorded. 
The next morning, J uly Jffi. 1834 . he died. He was 
buried!* in the High gate churchyard, and later the 
grammar school of the village was roared above his 
tomb — as if in mockery of the free spirit sleeping 
beneath. 

To no man in England since Shakspm* could the 
epithet which Coleridge applied to the poet of Avon 

* u myriad-minded ” — be so well applied as to Cole- 
ralge himself, and it is because Coleridge can be looked 
at from so many and such various points of view that the 
final word as to the i me value of his work still remains 
to be spoken. Perhaps the most notable characteristic 
of his mind in those years after his poetic power 
had declined was that profoundness in his habits of 
thought which made him seek in all matters for the 
basal truth . He was, in brief, always going back to 
first principles, always viewing things in their causes. 
As to his character as a man, those who are unwilling 
to accept Carlyle’s version of it, when he spoke of 
Coleridge’s life as “the tragic story of a high endow* 
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meat with an insufficient will,” may apply to it a 
large part of what Coleridge said about Hamlet: 

Hamlet’s character is the prevalence of the ab- 
stracting and generalizing habit over the practical. 
He does not want courage, skill, will, or opportunity ; 
but every incident sets him thinking; * . . I have 
a smack of Hamlet myself, if I may say so.” 1 But 
these words were his own condemnation, because 
many years before this he had said: “ Action* is the 
great end of all; no intellect, however grand, is valu- 
able if it draw us from action, and lead us to think 
and think till the time of action is passed by and we 
mtk do nothing.” 2 We should be careful, however, not 
to make too much of his defects. Some who have 
lived since his time have spoken of his “ unlovely 
character,” and have said that “he had no morals,” 
but those who knew him in his habit as he lived loved 
and reverenced him. And whatever the judgment 
; passed upon him, he was a man, take him for all in 
all, whose like we shall not look upon again. 

it only remains to say a word about his place in lit- 
erature. As a journalist he moved on a high plane of 
thought and morality, and, by scorning the tactics of 
the mere politician and bringing his intellect to bear 
upon the momentous events of his time, became, at 

ilPable^mk, Jime 2^ 1S27. 

«BLC. Eobh mm, ££*1?, Vok L, Chap. XV. 


1 
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least hx the broad view he took of all political prob- 
lems, the legitimate successor of the great Burke. 
As a theologian his influence was even more far- 
reaching. He was the votes at whose feet sat such 
men as Thomas Arnold, Julius Hare, and Frederick 
Maurice. He sought to moralize and spiritualize the 
religion of England, and to find on the shadowy border 
between psychology and theology some relation be- 
tween* the human and the divine. As a philosopher 
his special praise is again to bo found in his influence. 
He left no system of philosophy, and his exposition 
of the transcendentalism of Kant and his followers 
was not thorough or systematic enough to be final. 
He was the means, however, of introducing England 
(^Herman thought, and thus of inaugurating against 
the materialism of Locke and Paley the revolution 
out of which arose the transce ndenta l movem ent, 
headed by Carlyle in England and by Emerson in 
America — the result, in a way, of Coleridge’s Influ- 
ence upon the intellect of his time. But great as was 
his influence in theology and metaphysics, his posi- 
tion as a critic is even more commanding. He is 
easily at the head of English philosophical criticism. 
Modem English criticism is indebted to Coleridge for 
some of its soundest principles, as well as much of 
its terminology and many of its famous dicta . He 
also revolutionized the accepted view of Shakspere, 
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showing that his work was Hot the product of the 
wild, irregular geuius of a pure child of nature, but 
of a poetic wisdom, which was as remarkable for its 
disclosure of judgment as for its manifestation of 
genius. 

As a poet Coleridge’s rank is very much a matter 
of definitions. If we say, with Matthew Arnold, 
“that poetry is at bottom a criticism of life; that the 
greatness of a poet lies in his powerful and beautiful 
application of ideas to life, — to the question: How 
to live,” Coleridge must give precedence to many 
others, and to none of his contemporaries more than 
to Wordsworth; but if we say, with Matthew Arnold 
again, that “poetry is simply the most delightful 
and perfect form of utterance that human words qpn 
reach,” and add, with Coleridge himself, that the im- 
mediate object of poetry is “ pleasure, not truth,” then 
the rank assigned to the creator of the Ancient Mari- 
ner, of Kubla Khan, and of (Jhviriabd, must be high 
among the highest. In the fine harmony of his dic- 
tion and the pure power of his imagination, in the 
ability to do by means of words what the musician 
does by means of notes, what the painter does by 
means of colors, he had, among lyric poets, few 
equals,— -be had no superior. 
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II. SUBJECTS SUGGESTED FOR COMPOSI- 
TION* 

1. The supernatural element in the Ancient Mari- 
ner . 2. The story of the poem. 3. The human char* 
acters in the poem. 4. The supernatural element in 
Kubla Khan and Christabeh 5. The moral significance 
of the Ancient Mariner. (>. An answer to Words- 
worth’s criticism : “The Poem of my Friend has indeed 
great defects; first, that the principal person has no 
distinct character, either in his profession of Mariner 
or as a human being who having been long under the 
control of supernatural impiessions might be supposed 
himself to partake of something supernatural : see- 
qpdly, that he does not act, but is continually acted 
upon: thirdly, that the events having no necessary 
connection do not produce each other; and lastly, that 
the imagery is somewhat too laboriously accumulated.’’ 
7. An amplified description of some scene. 8. The 
story of the wedding-feast — details not related to be 
supplied by the imagination. 9. An account of the 
course pursued by the ship. 10. A study in detail of 
the form of the poem. 11. A sketch illustrating some 
scene suggested by some one passage. 12. A com* 
parison of the present text with that of 1798. The 
older version is perhaps most easily accessible in Bow- 
den’s reprint of the first edition of the Lyrical Ballade, 
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or in Campbell’s Poetical Works of Coleridge, 18. What 
Coleridge’s contemporaries thought of him. See E. T. 
Mason’s Personal Traits of British Authors, which can 
be used as a stepping-stone to the works of the con- 
temporaries themselves. 14. A study of the prose 
gloss, “ a gratuitous afterthought.” 15. The Ancient 
Mariner as a poem of the sea. Was Swinburne right in 
saying that “it may seem as though this great sea- 
piece might have had more in it of the air and ‘say or 
of the sea”? Compare it with some other of the 
sea-poems with which English literature abounds. 
16. Coleridge’s diction. 17. His use of suggestion. 
18. His adaptation of scenery and other accessories to 
the spirit of the poem. 19. His use of the principle 
of contrast. 20. The poem aF an ilIustraE61o*o?T^jsi 
lioWifplurfs ease Baturas invisibilea quatn visibiles in 
rerum universitate, 21. The Albatross. See article in 
.Encydopoedia BrUannica. 22. An attempt to inter- 
pret the poem as an allegory. After working out an 
original interpretation, consult The Journal of Specu- 
lative Philosophy, Vol. XIV., pp. 827-838. 23. Cole- 
ridge’s use of some rhetorical figure, — the simile, for 
example. 24. The effect produced by the introduction, 
at different places in the poem, of the wedding-guest, 
25. C oleridge as a mas ter of the monologue . In A. F. 
Bussell’s ’^SraS^rtstics will be found a selection of 
the best passages that hare been written on Coleridge’s 
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wonderful ability as a talker. It would be better, 
however, if the student were himself to hunt out these 
passages in the works of Coleridge’s contemporaries. 
26. A Btudy of Coleridge’s Christabel, Keats’ Lamia, 
and Holmes’ Elsie Venner. 

1H. BIBLIOGRAPHY 

The Complete Works of 8* T, Coleridge, edited by 
Professor Shedd, are published in seven volumes 
(Harper’s). A cheaper edition of the prose works 
is that in the Bohn Library, while the best edition 
of his poems is edited in one volume by James^Djkes 
Campbe ll (The Macmillan Co.). To these should be 
f^IcTed the Letters of 8. T. Coleridge and Anima Poetm 
(Houghton), edited by the poet’s grandson, Ernest 
Hartley Coleridge. 

The latest and best narrative of Coleridgp’s life is 
by JaraeB Dykes Campbell (Macmillan), which may 
he supplemented with the Lives by Alois Brandi, 
Hall Caine, and H. D. Traill, Shorter accounts will 
be found in Rossetti’s Lives of Famous Poets and in 
the Dictionary of National Biography . If the student 
desire to consult original sources ho will find abun- 
dant references in the article on Coleridge in the 
Dictionary of National Biography , in Campbell’s A T. 
Coleridge, and in the very full bibliography appended 
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to Hall Caine’s Life of Coleridge. Various oontempo 
rary portraits of Coleridge will be found in the works 
of Southey, Wordsworth, Lamb, Leigh Hunt, De 
Quincey, Hazlitt, Carlyle, and other noted men of 
his tune. What will doubtless be the standard biog- 
raphy of the poet is being prepared by Mr. E. H. 
Coleridge. 

Helpful essays upon Coleridge and his work will be 
found m Arnold’s Essays in Criticism : First ISeries 
(Joubert), Leers’ Selections from Prose Writings of 
Coleridge , Brooke’s The Golden Boole of Coleridge, 
and Theology in English Poets , Cambridge Essays 
(18r>(5), Oourtliope’s Liberal Movement in English Lit- 
erature, Craik’s English Prose , Dixon’s English Poetry, 
Dowden’s Studies in Literature and New Studies yi 
Literature, Harnett's Poetry of Coleridge, Johnson’s 
Three Americans and Three Englishmen, Lowell’s 
Democracy and Other Addresses, Mill’s Dissertations 
and Discussions , X’ater’s Appreciations, Shairp’s Studies 
in Philosophy and Poetry , Sliedd’s Literary Essays, 
Swinburne’s Essays and Studies , Warner’s Library of 
World's Best Literature , Whipple’s Essays and Reviews, 
and Wilson’s (Christopher North’s) Essays, Critical and 
Imaginative. Magazine articles worthy of note are: 
Edinburgh Review, vol. xxvii, 1810 (good only as an 
example of the unappreciative review of the time), 
Blackwood's Magazine, vol. vi, 1819, vol. cx, 1871, 
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Westminster Review, vol. xii, 1830, Christian Examiner, 
rol. xiv, 1833, North American Review, vol, xxxix, 
1834, Quarterly Review, vol. lii, 1834, vol. cxxv, 1868, 
Presbyterian Quarterly Review, vol. iv, 1856, North 
British Review , vol. xliii, 1865, Atlantic Monthly , vol. 
xlv, 1880, vol. lxxvi, 1895, Contemporary Review, 
vol, lxvii, 1895, Poet-hove, vol. x, 1898. 




THE RIME OF THE ANCIENT MARINER 


IN SEVEN PARTS 


6 Facile credo, pi tiros esse Naturas invisibles qttam visibles in 
reriun universitate. Sod horum omnium /ami Ham quis nobis enar* 
rabit ? et grades et coguationes et discrimlnn et singulonun mu* 
nera?* Quid agunt? quin loca habitant? Harum reruin Dotitiam 
sempor ambivit ingen ium human urn, nunquam attigit. Juvat, 
interca, non diffifceor, quandoqne in animo, tanquam in tabu 1ft, 
majoris et mehoris mundi imaghiom contemplari : ne mens assne* 
facta hodiern® vit® mtnutiis se contrahat nimis, et tota subaidftt 
m pusillas cogitatioucs Bed veritati interca invitfllamium est, 
modusque servandus, ut certa ab iueertis, diem a nocta, distingua- 
mus.~T. Blirhkt, ArchwoL Phil., p. 08. 

# ARGUMENT 

° How a Ship having passed the line was driven by storms to 
the cold Couutry towards the South Pole ; and how from thence 
she made her course to the tropical latitude" of the Great Pacific 
Ocean ; and of the strange things that befell ; and in what manner 
the Ancyent Mariners came back to his own Country. (1798.) 

Part I 

It 0 is an ancient Mariner, An»nd.ntwwi. 

net mee teth 

And bo stoppeth one of three. £wSento«w4 

“ By® thy l ong erev beard and flit teri ng ey & 

How wherefore etopp’st thou me ? w *•* 

1 
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The Bridegroom’s doors are opened wide, 
And I am next of kin ; 6 

The guests are met, the feast is set: 

May’st hear the merry din.” 

He 0 holds him with his skinny hand, 
“There was a ship,” 0 quoth he. io 
" Hold off ! unhand me, grey-beard loon I ” 0 
Eftsoons 0 his hand dropt he. 

The Weddfaw- He holds him witli his glittering eye 0 
tSbyXeye’ The Wedding-Guest 0 sto53Tstiil, 

&rinff maTand |And° listens like a three years’ child: 
SeSrhS tote. 10 I The Mariner hath his will. 

The Wedding-Guest sat on a stone: 

He 0 cannot choose but hear; 

And thus spake on that ancient man, 

The bright-eyed 0 Mariner. so 

"The ship 0 was cheered, the harbour 
cleared. 

Merrily did we drop 
Below the kirk, below the hill, 

Below the lighthouse top. 
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The Sun® came up upon the left 
Out of the sea came he ! 

, And he shone bright, and on the right 
\ Went down into the sea. 

Higher and higher every day, 

Till 0 over the mast at noon — 99 30 

The Wedding-Guest® here beat his breast, 
For he heard the loud bassoon.® 

The bride hath paced into the hall, 

Red as a rose is she ; 

Nodding 0 tlieir heads before her goes 35 

m The merry minstrelsy.® 

The Wedding^Guest® he beat his breast, 
( 5 e^he cannot choose but hear; 

Anuthus spake on that ancient man, 

The bright-eyed Mariner. 4c 

• 

“And now the Storm-blast came, and 
he 

Was tyrannous and strong: 

He struck with his overtaking wings, 

And chased us south along. 


The Mariner 
tells how the 
ship sailed 
southward, with 
a food wind and 
feir weather, till 
it reached the 
Line. 


The Wedding- 
Guest hearetn 
the bridal music, 
but the Mariner 
eontlnueth his 
tale. 


The ship drawn c 
by a storm 
toward the 
south pole. 
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With sloping masts and dipping prow, 45 
As who pursued with yell and blow 
Still® treads the shadow of his foe, 

And forward bends his head, 

The ship diove fast, loud roared the blast, 
And southward® aye we fled. 50 

And® now there came both mist and 
snow, 

And it grew wondrous cold : 

And ice, mast-high, came floating by, 

As green as emerald. 

Th« land of toe, And tlixough the drifts® the snowy clifts® 

end of fearflal J , 

Bounds where no Did send a dismal sheen : 5b 

*** N or shapes of men nor beasts we ken — 
The ice was all between. 

The ice® was here, the ice was there, 

The ice was all around: 
l b cracked and* growled , a nd roar ed 
howle d, 

Like noiseTin a swound°l 

™ ft SdST ^ ^ croSB m -^batms, 

^butro^oame Thorough® the fog it came} 
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As if it had been a Christian soul, 
We hailed it in God’s name. 

It ate the food it ne’er had eat, 

And round and round it flew. 

The ioe did split with a thunder-fit 0 ; 
The helmsman steered us through ! 


At through the 
D snow-fog, and 
wm rec«\ od 
with great joy 
and hospitality; 

70 


And a good south wind sprung up behind; 

The Albatross did follow, 

And every day, for food or play, 

Came to the mariner’^ 0 hollo 1 

Jn mist or cloud, on mast or shroud, 0 75 
It perched for vespers 0 nine; 

Whiles all the night, through fog-smoke 
white, 

Glimmered the white moon-shine.” 


Audio! the Al- 
batross proveth 
a bird of good 
omen, and fol* 
loweth the ship 
as It returned 
northward 
through fog and 
floating to*. 


“God save thee, 0 anoient Mariner, 79 
From the fiendB, that plague thee thus ! — 
Why look’st thou so ? ” — “With my^ross- 
bow 

' I" shot the Albatross, 


The anoient 
Mariner into* 
pttably kUJeth 
m pious bird of 
goodomapu 
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Part JI 

The 0 Sun now rose upon the right: 

Out of the sea came he, 

Still hid in mist, and on the left 85 

Went down into the sea. 


And the good south wind still blejr be- 
hind, 

But no sweet bird did follow, 

N or any day for food or play 

Came to the mariners 70 hollo I 90 


flSroutiSSnrt * had done a hellish thing, 

the ancient And it would work ’em woe: 

Mftiloer, for 

k r H S£i 1 Wrd For all averred, I had killed the bird 
6 * 116 That made the breeze to blow. 

Ah wretch ! said they, the bird to slay, 95 
That made the breeze to blow ! 


But when the 
% cleared off, 
they justify the 
same, and thus 
matte them* 
solves accompli* 
ces la the crime 


Nor dim nor red,° like God’s own head, 
The glorious Sun uprist : 

Then all aveired, 1 had killed the bird 
That brought the fog and mist. xoo 
’Twas right, said they, such biwls to slay, * 
That bring the fog and mist 
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The fair breeze blew, the white foam flew, 
The furrow 0 followed free 5 
We were the first tlmt ever burst 105 
Into that silent sea* 0 

Down dropt the breeze, the sails dropt 
down, 

J Twas sad as sad could be ; 

And we did speak only to break 

The silence of the sea ! 1x0 

All 0 in a hot and copper sky, 

The bloody Sun, at noon, 

Bight up above the mast did stand, 

No bigger than the Moon. 

Day after day, day after day, ns 

We stuck, nor breath nor motion; 

As 0 idle as a painted ship 
Upon a painted ocean. 

Water, water, every where, 

And all the boards did shrink ; mo 
W ater, water, every where, 

Nor any oiop to drink* 


The fair bneeae 
continue#; the 
ship enters the 
Pacific Ocean, 
and flails north- 
ward, even till It 
reaches the Lin* 


The ship hath 
been suddenly 
becalmed. 


And the Alba- 
tross begins to 
be avenged. 
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Tie very deep did rot : 0 Christ f 
That ever this should be! 

Yea, slimy things did crawl with legs ,« 
Upon the slimy sea. 


A Spirit had fol- 
lowed them; one 
of the Invisible 
Inhabitants of 
^ tirisplanet, 
DOltfier departed 
smile nor angels; 
donoerning 
whom the 

leamod Jew, 

4rte 4 

SMsp* 

PeeSna, may be 
consulted. They 
, aw very nniner 


no«Hi 

meat wittmat 
one or more. 


About, 0 about, in reel and rout 
The death-fires 0 danced at night; 

The 0 water, like a witch’s oils, 

Burnt green, and blue, and white. 130 

And some in dreams assured were 
Of the spirit that plagued us so; 

Nine fathom deep he had followed us 
From the land of mist and snow. 

Aid every tongue, through utter drought, 
Was withered at the root ; t j, 

We coaid not speak, no more than iff 1 
We had teen choked with soot 0 I r? 

M dCU't' 


Ah J ^11-a-day! 0 what evil looks 
&M 9 Had 1 from old and young ! 
.'**£$% In ?f d ° of *• °ro88, the Albatross 
About ° “y neck was hung. 

rotiAd hie neck. 
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Part III 


There passed a weary time. Each throat 
Was parched, and glazed each eye, 

A weary time ! a weary time ! 145 

How glazed each weary eye, 

When looking westward, I beheld Theandent 

A something in the sky. 

At first it seemed a little speck, 

And then it seemed a mist ; 150 

It moved and moved, and took at last 
A certain shape, 1 wist. 0 

• * ' + 

A speck,® a mist, a shape, I wistl 
And still it neared and neared ; 

As if it dodged a water-sprite, 255 

It plunged and tacked and veered. 


With throats unslaked, with black 0 lips 
baked, , 

* We could nor laugh nor waU 5 
Through utter drought all dumb we stood ! 
I hd| my arm, I sucked the blood, 16 0 

- ’ cried# A sail I a sail 1 


At tt* nearer 
approach, it < 
eeeitoeth hip *» 

speech from the - 
bonds of thirst. ** 


'*4i 
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With throats unslaked, with blaok lips 
baked, 

Agape they heard me call ; 
a Sub *r jajr ; Gramercy ! they for joy did grin, 0 

And all at once their breath drew in, l6 * 
As they were d rinking all. 


w See see ! cried ) she tacks no more I 

a bs • ship that Hither 0 to work us weal : 
cornea onward , , > 

jrturont wind or Without a breeze, without a tide, 

She steadies with upright keel 1 


The western wave was all a-flame. 

The day was well nigh done 1 
Almost upon the western, wave 
Bested the broad bright Sun ; 
When® that strange shape drove 
denly 

Betwixt us and the Sun. 


sud- 

*75 


iMuT&JUtoc And fitrai ^t the Sun® was flecked with 
trfoaup. bars, : , 

(Heaven's Mother send us grace!)- 
As if through a dungeon-grate he pepppd - 
With broad and burning face. . |||g» 
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Alas t (thought I, and my heart beat loud) 
How fast she nears and nears ! 

Are those her sails that glance in the Sun, 
Like restless gossameres ?° v 


Are 0 those her ribs through which the 
Sun 185 

Did peer, as through a grate ? 

And is that Woman all her crew ? 

Is that a Death ?° and aie there two ? 

Is Death that Woman’s mate ? 


And Its ribs are 
seen as bars#n 
the face of tne 
setting San* 

The Spectre- 
Woman and her 
Death-mate, and 
no other on 
board the skele- 
ton ship. * 


Her lips were red, her looks were free, 190 Law vessel, Hke 
f Her locks Were yellow as gold : 

Her skin was as white as leprosy, k 

The Hight-mare 0 Life-in-Death was she, 

Who thicks man’s blood with cold* 


The naked hulk alongside came, 195 

And the twain were casting dice; 

<Tbe* game is done! I’yewon! I’ve won!’ 

Quoth she, and whistles thrice, Uutnw . ; 


The* Sun’s rim dips£ the stars rush out : 

, J&one stride comes the dark 5 200 


$0 twilight 
within the 
courts of the 
Son. 
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With far-heard whisper 9 , o'er the sea, 

Off shot the apeotre-bark. 

of listened and looked 0 sideways np! 

Fear at my heart, as at a cup, 
v My life-blood seemed to sip I 305 

The stars were dim, and thick the night, 
The steersman’s face by his lamp gleamed 
white ; 

From the sails the dew did drip — 

Till clomb above the eastery bar° 

The homed Moon, with one bright 

star 210 

Within 0 the nether tip. 

Oneafter One after one, by the s tar-dogged Moon , 
Too quick for groan or sigh, 

Each turned his face with a ghastly pang. 
And cursed me with his eye, *15 

Four times fifty living men, 
owo * (And I heard nor sigh nor groan) ;. 

• 1 PQt hheavy thump, 9 » lifeless, 

They dropped dm '? 
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The souls did from their bodies fly, — *ao 
They fled to bliss or woe ! 

And every soul, it passed me by, 

Like the whizz of my cross-bow 0 ! ” 


Paet IV 

“I fear thee, ancient Mariner ! 

I fear thy skinny hand! »j 

And 0 thou art long, and lank, and brown, 
As is the ribbed sea-sand. 

I fear thee and thy glittering eye, 

* And thy skinny hand, so brown.” — 

“ Fear not, fear not, thou Wedding-Guest ! 
This body dropt not down. 331 

Alone, alone, all, all alone, 

Alone on a wide wide sea! 

And never a° saint took pity on 
My soul in agony. *33 

The° many men, so beautiful! 

A^nd they all dead did liei 


But Life-in- , 
Death begin* her 
work on the an-* 
dent Mariner. 


The Wedding* 
Guest feareti 
that a Spirit la , 
talking to him;' 


But the ancient 
Mariner asstuv 
eth Mm of his 
bodily life, and 
prodeedeth to 
relate Ms horri- 
ble penanoe. , 


Hedesplseththa 
creatures of tlm y 
calm* ■; 
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And a thousand thousand slimy things 
Lived on ; and 6 so did L 

toSSSuS? 1 l00ked u P° n the r °tting sea, 
j}^®° ile And drew my eyes away; 

I looked upon the totting deck, 

And there the dead men lay. 

I looked to Heaven, and tried to pray; 

But or_ever° a prayer had gusht, 

A wicked whisper came, and made 
My heart as dry as dust. 


I closed my lids, and kept them close, 

' And the balls like pulses beat; 

For the sky and the sea,° and the sea and 
/$& sky Hq 

Lay like a load on my weary eye, 

And the dead were at my feet. 


tat the curse 
for him hi 

ae eye of the 


The cold sweat melted from their li^H, 
Nor rot nor reek did they : 

The look with which they looted on , 
me ■ 1 ■ 

Had never passed away. , ' ^ 
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An, orphan’s curs© would drag to Hell 
A spirit from on high ; 

But ohl more horrible than that 
Is a curse 6 in a dead man’s eye ! 260 

Seven days, seven nights, I saw that curse, 
And yet I could not die. 


The moving Moon went up the sky, 

And no where did abide : 

Softly she was going up, 265 

And a star or two beside — 

Her beams bemocked the sultry main, 
Like April hoar-frost spread ; 

Bttt where the ship’s huge shadow lay, 

The charmed water burnt alway 270 

A 6 still and awful red. 

Beyond* the shadow of the ship, 

I watched the water-snakes : 

They moved in tracks of shining white, 

And when they reared, the elfish light 275 
Fell off in hoary flakes. 

Within 0 the shadow of the ship 
I , watched their rich attire : 


la his loneliness 
and fixedness he 
yeameth 
towards the 
journeying 
Moon, ana the 
stars that still 
sojourn, yet 
still move on- 
ward; and every- 
where the blue 


sky belongs to 
them, and Is 
their appointed 
rest, and their 
native country - ■ 
and their own , 
natural homes, > 
which they enter 
unannounced, aa 
lords that are , 
certainly ex- 
pected and yet , 
there is a silent 


joy at their 
arrival 


By the light of 
the Moon he be- 
holdeth God’s 
creatures of the 
great oahn. 
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Blue, glossy green, and velvet black, 

They coiled and swam ; and every track 380 
Was° a flash of golden fire. 


Their beauty and 
their happiness. 


Tie blesseth 
them in his 
heart. 


0 happy living things ! no tongue 
Their beauty might declare : 

A spring of love gushed from my heart, 
And I blessed them unaware : 285 

Sure my kind saint took pity on me, 

And I blessed them unaware. 


tdhwSh? b9gUlB The selfsame moment I could pray ; 

And from my neck so free 
The° Albatross fell off, and sank <*90 
Like 0 lead into the sea. 


T) A BW I 

Oh® slsep ! it is a gentle thing, 

Beloved from pole to pole I 
To Mary Queen the praise be given ! 
She sent the gentle sleep from Heaven, 

r T v h«+ inhn m^r 
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The silly 0 buckets on the deck, 

That had so long remained, 

I dreamt that they were filled with dew $ 
And when I awoke, it rained. 300 

My lips were wet, my throat was cold, 

My garments all were dank ; 

Sure I had drunken in my dreams, 

And still my body drank. 

I moved, and could not feel my limbs : 305 
1 was so light — almost 
I thought that X had died in sleep, 

And was a blessed 0 ghost. 

And soon I heard a roaring wind : 

It did not come anear ; 310 

But with its sound it shook the sails, 

That were so thin and sere. 

The upper air burst into life ! 

And a hundred fire-flags sheen, 

To and fro they wore hurried about ! 315 

And to and fro, and in and out, 

The wan stars danced between 


By grace of the 
holy Mother, the 
ancient Manner 
Is lefreehedwith 
rain, 


He heareth 
sounds and seeth 
sttange flights 
and commotions 
in the shy and 
the element. 
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The bodies of the 
nhio’b crew are 
inepired, and 
the ship moves 
on; 


And 0 the coming wind did ro^r more loud, 
And the galls did sigh like sedge; 

And the rain poured down from one black 
cloud ; 530 

The Moon was at its edge. 

The thick black cloud wag cleft, and still 
The Moon was at its side : 

Like waters shot from some high crag, 

The lightning fell with never a jag, 325 
A river steep and wide. 

The loud wind never reached the ship, 

Yet now the ship moved on I 
Beneath the lightning and the Moon 
The dead men gave a groan, 330 

They groaned, they stirred, they all uprose, 

Nor spake, nor moved their eyes; 

It had been strange, even in a dream, 

To have seen those dead men rise* 

* 

The helmsman steered, the ship moved 
on; 335 

TJet never a breeze up blew; 
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The mariners all ? gan work the ropes, 
Where they were wont to do ; 

They raised their limbs like lifeless tools— 
We were a ghastly crew, 1 34© 


The body of my brother^ son 
Stood by me, knee to knee : 
xhe body and I pulled at one rope, 
But° he said nought to me.” 


mt I fear thee, ancient Mariner 1 * 34$ 

"Be calm, thou Wedding-Guest t 
*Twas not those souls that fled in pain, 
Which to their corses came again, 

But a troop of spirits blest: 


Jtainotby tins 

souls of tbe men, 
nor bjr dflemoas 
of eartb or mid- 
dle Mr. hut by 4 
btessea troop or 
ungelic spirits, 
sent down bytbe 
Invootttlonof the 
gusrdiw sslnt. 


For when it dawned —they dropped their 
arms, 350 

And clustered round the mast; 

Sweet 0 sounds rose slowly through their 
mouths, 

And from their bodies passed. 


Around, around, flew each sweet sound, 
Then darted to the Sun; 355 
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Slowly the sounds came back again, 

How mixed, now one by on©. 

Sometimes ardropping from the Bky 
I heard the eky-lark 0 sing; 

Sometimes all little birds that are, 360 
How they seemed to fill the sea and air 
With their sweet jargoning 1 

1 s 

* And now ’twas like all instruments. 

How like a lonely flute ; 

Aurl now it is an angel’s song, 3 6 s 

That makes the Heavens be mute. 

It ceased ; yet still the sails made on 
A pleasant noise till noon, 

A noise like of a hidden brook 

In the leafy month of June, 37° 

That to the sleeping woods all night 
Singet.l 1 0 a quiet tone. 

Till noon we quietly sailed on, 

"Jet never a breeze did breathe; ' , , . 
Slowly and smoothly went the ship, ;.<■ J 375 
Hoved onward from beneath. ' 
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Under tile keel nine fathom deep. 
From tie land of mist and snow, 
The spirit slid : and it was he 
That made the ship to go. 

The sails at noon left off their tone. 
And the ship stood still also. 



The Sim, 0 right up above the mast. 

Had fixed her to the ocean : 
fiat 0 in a minute she ’gan stir, 38; 

With a short uneasy motion — 
Backwards and forwards half her length, 
With a short uneasy motion. 

Then like a pawing horse let go, 

She made a sudden bound: 390 

It fiung tiie blood into my head, 

And I fell down in a swound. 


How long in that same fit I lay, 

I have not to declare} 

But ere my Uviag 0 life returned, 
I heard and in my soul discerned 
Twot voices in the air. , - 


Tbs Polar 
Spirit** fc»ow- 
dperaoufi, the 
Invisible fahaW- 

395 tantsflm»4«- 
mont, take part 
in hi« wrong *, 
and two of them 
relate, one to tb 
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other, that pen 
ante long and 
lieav\ for the 
ancient Maiiner 
hath been 
accorded to the 
Polar Spirit, who 
returneth 
■oath ward. 


RIME OF TME ANCIENT MARINER 

‘Is it he?’ quoth one, ‘Is this the 
man ? 

By Him who died on cioss, 

With his cruel bow he laid full low 400 
The hannless Albatross* 

The spirit who bideth by himself 
In the land of mist and snow, 

He loved the bird that loved the man 
Who shot him with his bow/ 405 

The other was a softer voice, 

As 0 soft as honey-dew : 

Quoth he, ‘ The man hath penance done, 
And penance more will do. 1 


Part VI 

FIRST VOICE 

‘But tell me, tell me ! speak again, 410 
Thy soft response renewing — 

What makes that ship drive on so fast? 
What is the Ocean doing V 
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SECOND VOICE 

* Still® as a slave before his lord, 

The Ocean hath no blast ; 

His great bright eye most silently 
Up to the Moon is cast — 

If he may know which way to go 5 * * 
For she guides him smooth or grim. 
See, brother, see ! how graciously 
She looketh down on him/ 


FIRST VOICE 


‘But* why drives on that ship so fast, 
Without or wave or wind ? * 


SECOND VOICE 

4 The air is cut away before. 
And closes from behind. 


The Mariner «• 
hfttit been oast 
lzrtoattaneejfor 

wwfir caa&rtfc 

$ass&*. 

hurran literal* 


brother, fly 1 more high, more high f 
Or, we shall be belated : 

1 WmjfafmA slow that ship will go, 
WbdKfibe Maimer’s trance is abated.’ 
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The supernatu- 
ral motion 1 b 
retarded; the 
Mariner awakes, 
and his penance 
begins anew. 


I woke, and we were sailing on 430 

As in a gentle weather: 

*Twas night, calm night, the Moon was high, 
The dead men stood together. 


All stood together on the deck, 

For a charnel-dungeon fitter : 435 

All fixed on me their stony eyes, 

That in the Moon did glitter. 

The pang, the curse, with which they died, 
Had never passed away : 

I could not draw my eyes from theirs, 440 
Nor turn them up to pray. 


The cum Is 


finally expiated. 


And now this spell was snapt : once more 
I viewed the ocean green,® 

And looked far forth, yet little saw 
Of what had else been seen — 443 


Like® one, that on a lonesome road 
Doth walk in fear and dread, 

And having once turned round walks on, 
And turns no more his head; 

Because he knows, a frightful fiend m 
Doth close behind him tread. 
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But soon there breathed a wind on me, 

• Nor sound nor motion made: 

Its path was not upon the sea, 

In" ripple or in shade. 4 SS 

It raised my hair, it fanned my cheek 
Like a meadow-gale of spring— 

It mingled strangely with my fears, 

Tfet it felt like a welcoming. 

Swiftly, swiftly flew the shift 4 to 

Yet she sailed softiy too : 

Sweetly, sweetly blew the breeze— 

On me alone it blew. . 

Oh ! dream of joy I is this indeed 
The 0 lighthouse top I see ? 

Is this the hill? is this the kirk? 

Is this mine own countree ? 

We drifted o’er the harbour-bar, 

And I with sobs did pray — 

0 let me be awake, my God 1 
Or let me sleep alway. 


And the ancient 
Mariner beb»W- 

- etbbte nitty* - 
4P5 count*?. v 


4 9o 
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The harbour-bay was clear as glass, 

So smoothly it was strewn ! 

, And on the bay the moonlight lay, 

And 0 the {Shadow of the Moon. 475 

T!he rock shone bright, the kirk no less, 
That stands above the rock : 

The° moonlight steeped in silentn^ss 1 
The steady weathercock. 

>) 

ltta And the bay was white with silent light, 4 fo 
, Till rising fi ! om the same, 

Full 0 many shapes, that shadows were, 

In crimson colours came. 


A little distance from the prow 
Those crimson shadows were : 

I turned my eyes upon the deck^ 
Oh, Christ! what saw I there 1 


4 % 


Each corse lay flat, lifeless and fe ft, 
And,, by the hcdy rood! , J - • 

A man all light, a seraph-man, 

• On every corse there stood. 
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This serapli-band ? each waved bis band: 

It was a heavenly sight ! 

They stood as signals to the land, 

Each one a lovely light ; 495 

This seraph-band, each waved his hand, 
No voice did they impart — 

No voica; but oh ! the silence sank 
Like music on my heart. 

But soon I heard the dash of oars, 500 
I heard the Pilot's cheer; 

My head was turned perforce away, 

And 0 1 saw a boat appear. 

The Pilot and the Pilot's boy, 

I heard them coming fast : 505 

Dm Lord in Heaven I it was a joy 
The dead men could not blast. 

I saw a third — I heard his voice : 

It is the Hermit good ! 

He singe th loud his godly hymns 5x0 

, That he shakes in the wood, 

He'll sjmeve sky soul, he'll wash away 
Site, Albatross’s blood. 
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Pabt VII 

T h « Hermu of This Hermit good lives in that wood 

the Wood 

Which slopes down to the sea. 515 

How loudly his sweet voice he rears ! 

He loves to talk with marineres 

That come from a far couutree. 

* 

He kneels at morn, and noon, and eve — 
He hath a cushion plump :° 520 

It is the moss that wholly hides 
The rotted old oak-stump. 

The skiff-boat neared : I heard them talk, 

4 Why, this is strange, I trow ! 

Where are those lights so many and fair, 
That signal made but now ? 9 526 


4 Strange, by my faith ! ’ the Hermit said — 
^proaehotu 4 And they answered not our cheer 1 
wonder! ^ The planks looked warped I and see those 
sails, 

How 2 \m they are and sere l $30 

I never saw aught like to them. 

Unless perchance it were 
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Brown skeletons of leaves that lag 
My forest-brook along ; 

When the ivy-tod 0 is heavy with snow, 535 
And the owlet whoops to the wolf be- 
low, , 

That eats the she-wolfs young.’ 

‘Dear Lprd ! it hath a fiendish leak— 
(The Pilot made reply) 

I am a-feared 9 — ‘ Push on, push on ! * 540 
Said the Hermit cheerily. - 

The boat came closer to the ship, 

But I nor spake nor stirred ; 

The boat came close beneath the ship, 

And straight a sound was heard. 545 

Under the water it rumbled on, 

Still louder and more dread : 

It reached the ship, it split the bay j 
The 0 ship went down like lead. 

Stunned by that loud and dreadful sound, 
Which sky and ocean smote, 551 


The ship sud- 
denly ainketh. 


The ancient 
Mariner is saved 
In the Filet's 
boat. 
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Like oae that hath been,jevea days 
drowned * 

My body Jay afloat 5 

B ™ S T ift as dreaTOS > myself I found 
Within the Pilot’s boat. 

Upon the whirl, where sank the ship. 
The boat spun round and round : 

And all was still, save that the hill 
Was telling of the sound. 

I moved my lips —the Pilot shrieked” 
And fell down in a fit; 

The holy Hermit raised his eyes 
And prayed where he did, sit. * 

I took the oars : the Pilot’s boy 
Who” now doth crazy go, ’ 6 

Laughed loud and long, and all the while 
His eyes went to and fro. 

,H Thin' ’ 3? th h6 ’ <fu11 ^ 1 8 <*> 

T4 v Devil knows how to row/ 

<A»d now, all in my own eountreei, 

I stood on the firm land! 


560 
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The Hermit stepped forth from the boat, 
And scarcely he could stand. 


<0 skrieve me, shrieve me, holy man! ’ 
The Hermit crossed his brow, 575 

‘Say quick,’ quoth he, ‘I bid thee say — 
What manner of man art thou ? ’ 

Forthwith this frame of mine was 
wrenched 

With a woful agony, 

Which forced me to begin my foie; , jfo 
And then it left me free. 


The indent 
Mariner ear- 
nestly entreatetfc 
the Hermit to 
shrieve him ; , 

end the penance 
of Hft Me on 


Since then, at an uncertain hour, 
That agony returns ; 

And till my ghastly tale is told, 
This heart within me burns. 


5«5 


And ever end 
enon throughout 
his future life an 
agony constrain* 
eth him to travel 
from land to 
land. 


1° pass, like night, from land to land; 

1 have strange power of speech ; 
That moment that his face I see, ' 

1 know the man that must hear me: 
To Jam my tale I teach. 


What® loud uproar bursts from that doorl 
’ The wedding-guests are there: 
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Bat in the garden-bower the bride 
And bride-maids singing are; 

And hark the little vesper bell, 595 

Which biddeth me to prayer! 

O Wedding-Guest ! this sou! hath been 
Alone on a wide wide sea : 

So lonely ’twas, th^t God himself c 
Scarce seemed there to be. to 

0 sweeter than the marriage-feast, 

’Tis sweeter far to me, 

To walk together to the kirk 
With a goodly company ! — 

To walk together to the kirk, 60$ 

And all together pray, 

■ While each to his great Father bends, 

Old men, and babes, and loving friends, 
And youths and maidens gay I 

Ana to t*»ch,by Farewell, farewell 1 but this I tell to 

liis own exwn- 

pie, love end To thee, thou Wedding-Guest ! 

twtwfR that Gwi He prayeth well,® wko lovefch well 

made and lovetlu r * 7 

; Both man and bird and beast 
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Se prayeth best, who loveth best 
All things both great and small ; 615 

For the dear God who loveth ns. 

He made and loveth all/’ 

The Mariner, whose eye is bright, 

Whose beard with age is hoar, 

Is gone: and now the Wedding-Guest 6ao 
Turned from the bridegroom’s door. 

He went like one that hath been stunned. 

And is of sense forlorn : 

A sadder and a wiser man, 

He rose the morrow morn. 6*5 
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In° Xanadu did Kubla Khan 
A stately pleasure-dome decree : 

Where Alph, the sacred river, ran 

Through caverns measureless to man 

Down 0 to a sunless sea. $ 

So twice five miles of fertile ground 

With walls and towers were girdled round : 

And here were gardens bright with sinuous rills, 
Where blossomed many an incense-bearing tree ; 

And here were forests ancient as the hills, it 

Enfolding sunny spots of greenery. 

But oh ! that deep romantic chasm which slanted 
Down the green hill athwart a cedam cover 1 
A savage place ! as holy and enchanted 
As e'er beheath a waning moon was haunted 15 

By woman wailing for her demon-lover ! 

And from this chasm, with ceaseless turmoil seething. 
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As if this earth in fast thick pants were breathing, 

A mighty fountain momently was forced: 

Amid whose swift half-intermitted burst 20 

Huge fragments vaulted like rebounding liail, 

Or chaffy grain beneath the thresher’s flail: 

And ’mid these dancing rocks at once and ever 
It flung up momently the sacred river. 

Five miles meandering with a mazy motion 25 

Through wood and dale the sacred river ran, 

Then reached the caverns measureless to man, 

And sank in tumult to a lifeless ocean : 

And ’mid this tumult Kubla heard from far 
Ancestral voices prophesying war I 30 

The shadow of the dome of pleasure 
Floated midway on the waves ; 

, Where was heard the mingled measure 
From the fountain and the caves. 

It was a miracle of rare device, 35 

A sunny pleasure-dome with caves of ioe ! 

A 0 damsel with a dulGimer 
In a vision once I saw : 

It was. an Abyssinian maid, 

And on her dulcimer she played, 40 . 
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Singing of Mount Abora. 

Could I revive within me 
Her symphony and song, 

To such a deep delight ? twould win me, 
That with music loud and long, 

I would build that dome in air, 

That sunny dome ! those caves of ice ! 

And £-11 who heard should see them there, 
And all should cry, Beware ! Beware 1 
His flashing eyes, his floating hair J 
Weave a circle round him thrice, 

And close your eyes with holy dread, 

For he on honey-dew hath fed, 

And drunk the milk of Paradise. 
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PART THE FIRST 

*Tis° the middle of night by the castle clock. 

And the owls have awakened the crowing cock, 

Tu ° — whit ! Tu — whoo 1 

And hark, again ! the crowing cock. 

How drowsily it crew. 5 

Sir Leoline, the Baron rich, 

Hath a toothless mastiff, which 
From her kennel oeneath the rock 
Maketh answer to the clock, 

Four for the quarters, and twelve for the hour ; to 
Ever and aye, by shine and shower, 

Sixteen short howls, not over loud $ 

Some say, she sees my lady’s shroud. 




Is° the night chilly and dark ? 

The night is chilly, but not dark. 

The thin gray cloud is spread on high, 
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It covers but not hides the sky. 

The 0 moon is behind, and at the full ; 

And yet she looks both small and dull. 
The night is chill, the cloud is gray : 

Tis a month before the month of May, 
And the Spring comes slowly up this way. 

The lovely lady, Christabel , 0 
Whom her father loves so well, 

Wliat makes her in the wood so late, 

A furlong from the castle gatt? 

She had dreams all yesternight 
Of her own betrothed knight ; 

And she in the midnight wood will pray 
For the weal of her lover that’s far away. 

She stole along, she nothing spoke, 

The sighs she heaved were soft and low, 
And naught was green upon the oak 
But moss and rarest mistletoe : 

She kneels beneath the huge oak tree, 

And in silence prayeth she. 

The lady sprang up suddenly. 

The lovely lady, Christabel ! 
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It moaned as near, as near can be, 

But what it is she cannot tell. 

On the other side it seems to be, 

Of the huge, broad-breasted, old oak tree* 

The night is chill ; the forest bare ; 

Is it the wind that moaneth bleak? 

There is not wind enough in the air 
To move away the ringlet curl 
From the lovely lady's cheek — 

There 0 is not wind enough to twirl 
The one red leaf, the last of its clan, 

That dances as often as dance it can, 

Hanging so light, and hanging so high, 

On the topmost twig that looks up at the sky. 

Hush, beating heart of Christabel ! 

Jesu, Maria, shield her well ! 

She folded her arms beneath her cloak, 

And stole to the other side of the oak. 

What sees she there ? 

There 9 she sees a damsel bright, 

Drest in a silken robe of white, 

That shadowy in the moonlight shone: 
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The neck that made that white robe wan, 

Her stately neck, and arms were bare ; 

Her blue-veined feet unsandal’d were, 

And wildly glittered here and there 
The gems entangled in her hair. 

I guess, *twas frightful there to see 
A lady so richly clad as she — 

Beautiful exceedingly ! 

Mary mother, save me now ! 

(Said Ohristabel,) And who art thou? 

The lady strange made answer meet, 

And her voice was faint and sweet: — 

Have pity on my sore distress, 

I scarce can speak for weariness : 

Stretch forth thy hand, and have no fear ! 

Said Christabel, How earnest thou here ? 

And the lady, whotfe voice was faint and sweet, 
Did thus pursue her answer meet: — 

My sire is of a noble line, 

And my name is Geraldine: 

Five warriors seized me yestermom, 

Me, even me, a maid forlorn : 
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They choked my cries with force and fright, 

And tied me on a palfrey white. 

The palfrey was as fleet as wind, $5 

And they rode furiously behind. 

They spurred amain* their steeds were white : 
And once we crossed the shade of night. 

As sure as Heaven shall rescue me, 

I have no thought* what men they be ; 9* 

jfeor do I know how long it is 
(For I have lain entranced I wis) 

Since one, the tallest of the five. 

Took me from the palfrey’s back, 

A weary woman, scarce alive. 95 

Some muttered words his comrades spoke : 

He placed me underneath this oak ; 

He swore they would return with haste ; 

Whither they went I cannot tell — 

1 thought I heard, some minutes past, 109 

Sounds as of a castle bell. 

Stretch forth thy hand (thus ended she), 

And help a wretched maid to flee. 

Then Christabel stretched forth her hand, 

And comforted fair Geraldine : 105 

0 well, bright dame ! mky you command 
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The service of Sir Leoline 5 

And gladly our stout chivalry 

Will lie send forth and friends withal 

To guide and guard you safe and free no 

Home to your noble father’s hall. 

She rose : and forth with steps they passed 
That 0 strove to be, and were not, fast. 

Her gracious stars the lady blest, 

And thus spake on sweet Ohristabels 115 

All our household are at rest, 

The hall as silent as the cell; 

Sir Leoline is weak in health, 

And may not well awakened be, 

But we will move as if in stealth, 12 

And I beseech your courtesy, 

This night, to share your couch with me. 

They crossed the moat, and Christabel 
Took the key that fitted well 5 
A little door she opened straight, 125 

All in the middle of the gate ; 

The gate that was ironed within and without, 
Where an army in battle array had marched out. 
The lady sank, belike through pain, 
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And Christabel with might and main 130 

Lifted® her up, a weary weight, 

Over the threshold of the gate : 

Then the lady rose again, 

And moved, as she were not in pain. 

So fiee from danger, free from fear, 135 

They crossed the court : right glad they were. 
And Christabel devoutly cried 
To the lady by her side, 

Praise we the Virgin all divine 

Who hath rescued thee fioni tby distress 1 140 

Alas, alas! said Geialdine, 

1 cannot speak for weariness. 

So free from danger, free from fear, 

They crossed the court : right glad they were. 

Outside her kennel, the mastiff old 143 

Lay fast asleep, in moonshine cold. 

The mastiff old did not awake, 

Vet she an angry moan did make ! , 

And what can ail the maBtiff bitch t 
Never till now she uttered yell tgs 

Beneath the eye of Christabel. 

Perhaps it is the owlet’s scriteh: 

For what can ail the mastiff bitch f 
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They passed the hall, that echoes still. 

Pass as lightly as you will ! 155 

The brands were flat, the brands were dying, 
Amid their own white ashes lying ; 

But 0 when the lady passed, there came 
A tongue of light, a fit of flame ; 

And Christabel saw the lady’s eye, 160 

And nothing else saw she thereby, 

Save the boss of the shield of Sir Leoline tall, 
Which hung in a murky old niche in the wall. 

0 softly tread, said Christabel, 

My father seldom sleepeth well* 165 

Sweet Christabel her feet doth bare, 

And jealous of tbe listening air 
They steal their way from stair to stair, 

Now in glimmer, and now in gloom, 

And now they pass the Baron’s room, 170 

As still as death, with stifled breath! 

And now fove reached her chamber door; 

And now doth Geraldine press down 
The rushes of the chamber floor. 

The® moon shines dim in the open air, 175 

And not a moonbeam enters here. 
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But they without its light can see 
The chamber carved so curiously, 

Oarved with figures strange and sweet, 

All made out of the carver’s brain, 1S0 

For a lady’s chamber meet; 

The lamp with twofold silver chain 
Is fastened to an angel’s feet. 

The silver lamp burns dead and dim ; 

But Christabel the lamp will trim. 185 

She trimmed the lamp, and made it bright, 

And left it swinging to and fro, 

While Geraldine, in wretched plight, 

Sank down upon the floor below. 

0 weary lady, Geraldine, * 190 

1 pray you, drink this cordial wine ! 

It is a wine of virtuous powers ; 

My mother made it of wild flowers. 

And will your mother pity me, 

Who am a maiden most forlorn ? <9 % 

Christabel answered — Woe is me 1 
She died the hour that I was born. 

I have beard the gray-haired friar tell 
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How on her death-bed she did say, 

That she should hear the castle-bell 200 

Strike twelve upon my wedding-day, 

0 mother dear ! that thou wert here I 

1 would, said Geraldine, she were ! 

But soon with altered voice, said she — 

( Off, wandering mother ! Peak and pine I 205 

I have power to bid thee flee.’ 

Alas ! what ails poor Geraldine ? 

Why stares she with unsettled eye ? 

(Jan she the bodiless dead espy ? 

And why with hollow voice cries she, 210 

‘Off, woman, off! this hour is mine — 

Though thou her guardian spirit be, 

Off, woman, off ! ? tis given to me.’ 

Then Ohristabel knelt by the lady’s side, 

And raised to heaven her eyes so blue — 315 

Alas ! said she, this ghastly ride — 

Dear lady ! it hath wildered you! 

Tho lady wiped her moist cold brow, 

-And faintly said, ‘*tis over now I* 

Again the wild-flower wine she drank: 320 

Her fair large eyes ’gan glitter bright, 
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And from the floor whereon she sank, 

The lofty lady stood upright : 

She was most beautiful to see, 

Like a lady of a far countr^e. 22 5 

And thus the lofty lady spake — 
i All they who live in the upper sky, 

Do love you, holy Christabel ! 

And you love them, and for their sake 
And for the good which me befel, 

Even I in my degree will try, 

Fair maiden, to requite you well. 

But now unrobe yourself; for I 
Must pray, ere yet in bed I lie.* 

Quoth Christabel, So let it be ! 

And as the lady bade, did she. 

Her gentle limbs did she undress, 

And° lay down in her loveliness. 

But through her brain of weal and woe 
So many thoughts moved to and fro, 240 

That vain it were !her lids to close ; 

So half-w&y from the bed she rose. 

And on her elbow did recline 
To look at the lady Geraldine. 


230 
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Beneath the lamp the lady bowed, 

And slowly polled her eyes around; 

Then drawing in her breath aloud, 

Like one that shuddered, she unbound 
The cincture from beneath hjer breast: 

Her silken robe, and inner vest, *50 

Dropt to her feet, and full in view, 

Behold !° her bosom and, half her side • 

A sight to dream of, not to tell J * 

0 shield her ! shield sweet Chpistabel ! 

Yet Geraldine nor Speaks nor stirs ; 255 

Ah ! what a stricken look was hers ! 

Beep from within she seems half-way 
To lift some weight with sick assay, 

And eyes the maid and seeks delay ; 

Then suddenly, as one defied, «6o 

Collects herself hi scorn and pride, 

And lay down by the Maiden's side ! — 

And in her arms the maid she took, 

Ah wel-a-day ! 

And with low voice and doleful look #65 

These words did say : , * 

* In the touch of this bosom there work^th a 
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“filch is lord of thy utterance, Christafeel t 
lou knowest to-night, and wilt know tp-morrow, 
r ' This mark of my shame, this seal of any sorrow ; 27® 

But vainly thou warrest, 
for this is alone in 
Thy power to declare, 

That in the dim'f orest 
Thou heaM’st a low moaning, 275 

And found’st a b|ight lady, surpassingly fair"; 

And didst bring her home with theo in love 
and in charity, 

To shield her and shelter her from the damp air/ 


THE CONCLUSION TO TART THE FIRST 

It was a lovely sight to" see 

The lady Christabel, when she 280 

Was praying at the old oak tree. 

Ami d the jagged shadows, 

Of mossy leafless boughs, 

Kneeling in the moonlight, 

To .make her gentle vows ; *85 

Her slender palms together t 'est, 

Hearing sometimes on her breast; 
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Her face resigned to bliss or bale 
Her face, oh call it fair not pale, 

And both blue eyes more bright than clear, 
Each about to have a tear. 

With open eyes (ah woe is me l) 

Asleep, and dreaming fearfully. 

Fearfully dreaming, yet, I wis, 

Dreaming that alone, which is-r 
O sorrow and shame 1 Can this be she, 

The lady, who knelt at the old oak tree ? 

And lo ! the worker of these harms, 

That holds the maiden in her arms, 

Seems to slumber still and mild, 

As a mother with her child. 

A star hath £et, a star hath risen, 

0 Geraldine 1 since arms of thine 
Have been the lovely lady’s prison. 

O r Geraldine 1 one hour was thine — 

Thou’st had thy will 1 By taira and rill, 

The night birds all that hour were still. 

But now they are jubilant anew, 

From cliff and tower, tu — whoo ! tu — whoo ! 
Tu — whoo! tu — whoo I from wood and fell 1 
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And see ! the lady Christabel 
Gathers herself from out her trance ; 

Her limbs relax, her countenance 
Grows sad and soft ; the smooth thin lids, 

Close o’er her eyes ; and tears she sheds — 315 

Large tears that leave the lashes bright ! 

And oft the while she seems to smile 
A? infants at a sudden light I 

Yea, she doth smile, and she doth weep, 

Like a youthful hermitess, 330 

Beauteous in the wilderness. 

Who, praying always, prays in sleep. 

And, if she move unquietly, 

Perchance, ’tis but the blood so free 
Comes back and tingles in her feet. 335 

No doubt, she hath a vision sweet. 

What if her guardian spirit ’twere, 

What if she knew her mother near ? 

But this she knows, in joys and woes, 

That saints will aid if men will calls 
B or the blue sky bends over all 1 


33 ° 
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PART THE SECOND 

Each matin bell, the Baron saith, 
Knells us back to a world of death. 
These words Sir Leoline first said, 
When he rose and found his lady deads 
These words Sir Leoline will say 
Many a mom to his dying day I 

And hence the custom and law began 
That still at dawn the sacristan, 

Who duly pulls the heavy bell. 

Five and foity beads must tell 
Between each stroke — a warning knell, 
Which not a soul can choose but hear 
From Bratha Head to Wyndermere. 

Saith Bracy the bard, So let it knelll 
And let the drowsy sacristan 
Still count as slowly as he caul 
There is no lack of such, I ween, 

As well fill up the space between. 

In LangdaJe Pike and Witch’s Lair, 
And Dungeon-ghyll so foully rent, 

With ropes of rock and bells of air 
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Three sinful sextons’ ghosts are pent, 

Who all give back, one after t’other. 

The death-note to their living brother ; 355 

And oft too, the knell offended, 

Just as their one ! two ! three ! is ended, 

The devil mocks the doleful tale 
With a merry peal from Borrowdale. 

• 

The air is still ! through mist and cloud 360 

That merry peal comes ringing loud; 

And Geraldine shakes off her dread. 

And rises lightly from her bed ; 

Puts on her silken vestments white. 

And tricks her hair in lovely plight, 363 

And nothing doubting of her spell 
Awakens the lady Christabel. 

‘Sleep you, sweet lady Christabel? 

X trust that you have rested well/ 

And Christabel awoke and spied 370 

The same who lay down by her side — 

O rather say, the same whom she 
Raised up beneath the old oak tree ! 

Nay, fairer yet ! and yet more fair ! 

For she belike hath drunken deep 373 
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Of all the blessedness of sleep 1 
And while she spake, her looks, her air. 
Such gentle thankfulness declare, 

That (so it seemed) her girded vests 
Grew tight beneath her heaving breasts. 
'Sure I have sina’d 1’ said Christabel, 
‘Now heaven be praised if all be well 1 ’ 
And in low faltering tones, yet sweet, 
Did she the lofty lady greet 
With such perplexity of mind 
As dreams too lively leave behind. 

So quickly she rose, and quickly arrayed 
Her maiden limbs, and having prayed 
That He, who on the cross did groan, _ 
Might wash away her sins unknown, 

She forthwith led fair Geraldine 
To meet her sire, Sir Leoline. 

The lovely maid and lady tall 
Are pacing both into the hall, 

And pacing on through page and groom, 
Enter the Baron’s presence-room. 

The Baron rose, and while he prest 
His gentle daughter to his breast, 
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With cheerful wonder in his eyes 

The lady Geraldine espies, 400 

And gave such welcome to the same 

As might beseem so bright a darnel 

But when he heard the lady’s tale, 

And when she told her father’s name, 

Why waxed Sir Leoline so pale, 405 

Murmuring o’er the name again, 

Lord Roland de Vaux of Tryermaine ? 

Alas !° they had been friends in youth j 
But whispering tongues can poison truth $ 

And constancy lives in realms above ; 410 

And life is thorny ; and youth is vain 5 
And to be wroth with one we love 
Doth work like madness in the brain. 

And thus it chanced, as I divine, 

With Roland and Sir Leoline, 415 

Each spake words of high disdain 
And insult to his heart’s best brother: 

They parted — ne’er to meet again ! 

But never either found another 

To free the hollow heart from paining — 430 

They stood aloof, the soars remaining, 
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Like 0 cliffs which had been rent asunder; 

A dreary sea now flows between. 

But neither heat, nor frost, nor thunder, 
Shall wholly do away, I ween, 

The marks of that which once hath been. 11 

Sir Leoline, a moment's space, 

Stood gazing on the damsel's face : 

And the youthful Lord of Tryermaine 
Came back upon his heart again, 

0 then the Baron forgot his age, 

His noble heart swelled high with rage; 

He swore by the wounds in Jesu's side 
lie would proclaim it tar and wide, 

With trump and solemn heraldry, 

That ihey, who thus had wronged the dame 
Were base as spotted infamy ! 

‘ And if they dare deny the same, 

My herald shall appoint a week, 

And let the recreant traitors seek 
My tourney court — that thero and then 

1 may dislodge their reptile souls 
From the bodies and forms of men l* 

He spake: his eye in lightning rolls I 
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Forth© lady was ruthlessly seized $ and h© 

' kenned / *’’ * 445 

In the beautiful lady the Child of his friend 1 

Aud now thete&ts were on hi© face, 

- And fondly in his arras he took 
Fair Geraldine, who met the embrace, 

Prolonging it with joyous look. 450 

Which when she viewed, a vision fell 
Upon the soul of Christabel, 

The vision of fear, the touch and pain ! 

She shrunk and shuddered, and saw again — 

(Ah, wod is me t Was it for thee, 455 

Thou gentle maid ! such sights to see ?) 

Again She saw that bosom old, 

Again she felt that bosom cold, 

And drew in her breath with a hissing sound ; 
Whereat the Knight turned wildly round, 460 
And nothing saw, but his own s^eet maid 
With eyes upraised, as one that prayed. 

The touch, the sight, had passed away, 

And in its stead that vision blest, 

* Which comforted her after-rest, 46$ 

While in the lady 's arms she lay, 
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Had put a rapture in her breast, 

And on her lips and o’er her eye® 

Spread smiles like light ! 

With new surprise, 

' What ails then my beloved child ? * 470 

The Baron said. — His daughter mild 
Made answer, ‘ All will yet be well!* 

I ween, she had no power to tell 
Aught else : so mighty was the spell. 

Yet he, who saw this Geraldine, 475 

Had deemed her sure a thing divine. 

Such sorrow with such grace she blended, 

As if she feared she ‘had offended 
Sweet Christabel, that gentle maid! 

And with such lowly tones she prayed 480 

She might be sent without delay 
Home to her father’s mansion. 


‘Nay! 

Nay, by my soul ! ’ said Leoline. 

‘Ho ! Bracy the bard, the charge be thine I 
Go thou, with music sweet and loud, 485 

And take two steeds with trappings proud, 

And take the youth whom thou lov’st best 
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To bear thy harp, and learn thy song, 

And dothe-you both in solemn vest, 

And over the mountains haste along, mo 

Lest wandering folk, that are abroad. 

Detain you on the valley road. 

* And when he has crossed the Irthing flood, 

Ity merry bard 1 he hastes, he hastes 
Up Knorren Moor, through Halegarth Wood, 495 
And reaches soon that castle good 
Which stands and threatens Scotland’s wastes. 

‘Bard Bracy 1 Bard Bracy 1 your horses are fleet, 
Te must ride up the hall, your music so sweet, 
More loud than your horses’ echoing feet l 500 
And loud and loud to Lord Boland call, 

Thy daughter is safe in Langdale hall 1 
Thy beautiful daughter is safe and free — 

Sir Leoline greets thee thus through me. 

He bids thee come without delay je$ 

With all thy numerous array 5 

And take thy lovely daughter home? 

And he will meet thee on the way 
t With all his numerous array 
White with their panting palfreys’ foam: jm 
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And, by mine honour l I will say, 

That I repent me of the day 
When I spake words of fierce disdain 
To Roland de Vaux of Tryermaine 1 — 

For since that evil hour hath flown, 51$ 

Many a summer's sun hath shone ; 

Yet ne'er found I a friend again 
Like Roland de Vaux of Tryermaine.’ 

The lady fell, and clasped his knees, 

Her face upraised, her eyes o’erflowing ; 520 

And Bracy replied, with faltering voice, 

His gracious hail on all bestowing ; 

'Thy words, thou sire of Christabel, 

Are sweeter than my harp can tell ; 

Yet might I gain a boon of thee, 4»j 

This day uiy journey should not be, 

So strange a dream hath coine to me; 

That I had vowed with music loud 
To clear yon wood from thing unblest, 

Warn’d by a vision in my rest ! 530 

For in my sleep I saw that doVe, 

That gentle bird, whom thou dost love, 

And call’st by thy own daughter's name — 

Sir Leoline ! X saw the same, 
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Fluttering, and tittering fearful moan, 535 

Among the green herbs in the forest alone, 

^ Which when I saw and when I heard, 

I wonder'd what might ail the bird; 

For nothing near it could I see, 

Save the grass and green herbs underneath 

the old tree. t 540 

1 And in my dream, methought, I went 
To search out what might there be found ; 

And what the sweet bird's trouble meant, 

That thus lay fluttering on the ground. 

I went and peered, and could descry 545 

No cause for her distressful cry ; 

But yet for her dear lady's sake 
I stooped, methought, the dove to take, 

When lo ! I saw a bright green snake 

Coiled around its wings and neck. 550 

Green as the herbs on which it couched, 

Close by the dove's its head it crouched j 
And with the dove it heaves and stirs, 

Swelling its neck as she swelled hers I 
.1 woke ; it was the midnight hour, 555 

The clock was echoing in the tower ; 

Bit though my slumber was gone by, 
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This dream it would not pass away— 

II seems to live upon my eye ! 

And thence I vowed this self-same day 560 

With music strong and Baintly song 
To wander tlirough the forest hare, 

Lest aught unholy loiter there.’ 

Thus Braey said : -the Baron, the while, 
Half-listening heard him with a smile $ * 565 

Then turned to Lady Geraldine, 

His eyes made up of wonder and love, 

And said in courtly accents fine, 

6 Sweet maid, Lord Roland’s beauteous dove, 

With arms more strong than harp or song, 570 
Thy sire and I will crusli the snake I * 

He kissed her forehead as he spake, 

And Geraldine in maiden wise 
Casting down her large bright eyes, 

With blushing cheek and courtesy fine 575 

She turned her from Sir Leoline 5 
Softly gathering up her train, 

That o’er her right arm fell again ; 

And folded her arms across her chest, 

And couched her head upon her breast, 58a 

And looked askance at Christabel — 

Jesu, Maria, shield her well! 
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°A snake’s small eye blinks dull and shy, 

And the lady’s eyes they shrunk in her head, 
Each shrunk up to a serpent’s eye, 585 

And with somewhat of malice, and more of 
dread, 

At Christabel she look’d askance 1 — 

One moment — and the sight was fled! 

But Chnstabel in dizzy trance 

Stumbling on the unsteady ground $90 

Shuddered aloud, with a hissing sound; 

And Geraldine again turned round, 

And like a thing, that sought relief, 

Full of wonder and full of grief, 

She rolled her large bright eyes divine 595 

Wildly on Sir Leoline. 

• 

The maid, alas ! her thoughts are gone, 

She nothing sees — no sight but one ! 

The maid, devoid of guile and sin, 

I know not how, in fearful wise, 600 

So deeply had she drunken in 

That look, those shrunken serpent eyes. 

That all her features were resigned 
To this sole image in her mind ; » 

And* passively did imitate $05 
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That look of dull and treacherous hate I 
And thus she stood, in dizzy trance, 

Still picturing that look askance 
With forced unconscious sympathy 

Full before her father's view 

As far as such a look could be 
In eyes so innocent and blue 1 

And when the trance was o’er, the maid 
Paused awhile, and inly prayed : 

Then falling at the Baion’s feet, 

1 By my mother’s soul do 1 entreat 
That thou this woman send away ! 9 
She said : and more she could not say ; 
For what she knew she could not tell, 
O’er-mastered by^ the mighty spell. 

Why is thy cheek so wan and wild, 

Sir Leoline ? Thy only child 
Lies at thy feet, thy joy, thy pride, 

So fair, so innocent, so mild ; 

The same, for whom thy lady died ! 

0, by the pangs of her dear mother 
Think thou no evil of thy child ! 

For her, and thee, and for no other, 

She prayed the moment ere she died, 
Prayed that the babe for whom she died, 
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Might prove her dear lord’s joy and pride ! - 
That prayer her deadly pangs beguiled, - 
Sir Leoline ! 

And wouldst thou wrong thy only child,' 

* Her child and thine ? 635 

Within the Baron’s heart and brain 
Jf thoughts, like these, had any share, 

They only swelled his rage and pain, 

And did but work confusion there. 

His heart was cleft with pain and rage, 640 

His cheeks they quivered, bis eyes were wild. 
Dishonour’d thus in his old-age ; 

Dishonour’d by liis only child, 

And all his hospitality 

To the insulted daughter of his friend' 645 

By more than woman’s jealousy 
Brought thus to a disgraceful end — 

He rolled his eye with stern regard 
Upon the gentle minstrel bard, 

And said in tones abrupt, austere — 650 

* Why, Bracy ! dost thou loiter here ? 

I bade thee hence 1 9 The bard obeyed ; 

And turning from his own sweet maid, 

The aged knight? Sir Leoline, 

Led forth the lady Geraldine 1 653 
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THE CONCLUSION TO PART THE SECOND 

A° little child, a limber elf, 

Singing, dancing to itself, 

A fairy thing with red round cheeks, * 

That always finds, and never seeks, 

Makes such a vision to the sight 660 

As fills a father’s eyes with light ; 

And pleasures flow in so thick and fast 

Upon his heart, that he at last 

Must needs express his love’s excess 

With words of unmeant bitterness. 665 

Perhaps ’tis pretty to force together 

Thoughts so all unlike each other; 

To mutter and mock a broken charm, 

To dally with wrong that does no harm. 

Perhaps ’tis tender too and pretty 670 

At each wild word to feel within 
A sweet recoil of love and pity. 

And what, if in a world of sin 
( 0 sorrow and shame should this be true i ) 

Such giddiness of heart and brain 673 

Comes seldom save from rage and pain, 

So talH as it's most used to do. 
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THE ANCIENT MARINER 

• 

The Rime of the Ancient Mariner was first printed anony- 
mously in the Lyrical Ballads , 1798, and reprinted in subse- 
quent editions of that work in 1 800, 1802, and 1805. The text 
of 1800 differed materially from that of 1798 in being freed 
from much of its archaic spelling — a device for making it 
appear more like the Sir Patrick Spens type of ballad, and in 
the omission of the merely horrible. On its next appearance, 
which was in 1817, in Sibylline Leaves, some additional changes 
m the text were made, and the motto from Burnet and the 
marginal gloss were added. After this there were no altera- 
tions of any consequence. 

In the Memoirs of William Wordsworth , Vol. L, pp. 107, 108, 
the following account of the origin of the poem is given by- 
Wordsworth: “In the autumn of 1797 he (Coleridge), my 
sister, and myself started from Alfoxden pretty late in the 
afternoon with a view to visit Linton and the Valley of Stones 
near to it. Accordingly we set off. and proceeded along the 
Quantock Hills towards Watchet, and in the course of this walk 
was planned the poem of The Ancient Mariner , founded on a 
dream, as Mr. Coleridge said, of his friend, Mr. Cruikshank. 
Much the greater part of the story was Mr. Coleridge's inven- 
tion* but certain parts I suggested ; for example, some crime 
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was to be committed which should bring upon the^Old Navi- 
gator, as Coleridge afterwards delighted to call him, the spectral 
persecution, as a consequence of that crime and his own wan- 
derings. I had been reading in S helvocke’s Vom^es 1 a day or 
two before, that, while doubling r^ape Jtforn 1 they frequently 
saw albatrosses in that latitude, the largest' sort of sea-fowl, 
some extending their wings twelve or thirteen feet. * Suppose/ 
said I, 4 you represent him as having killed one of these birds 
on entering the South Sea, and that the tutelary spirits of these 
regions take upon them to avenge the crime/ The incident 
was thought fit for the purpose, and adopted accordingly. I 
also suggested the navigation of the ship by the dead men, but 
do not recollect that I had anything more to do with the scheme 
of the poem. The gloss with which it was subsequently ac- 
companied was not thought of by either of us at the time, at 
least not a hint of it was given to me, and 1 have no doubt 
it Was a gratuitous afterthought. We began the composition 
together on that, to me, memorable evening. I furnished two 
or three lines at the beginning of the poem, in particular : 

1 Shelvocke, in describing his voyage between “ the straights of 
la Mair ” and the coast of Chili, says they saw no fish/ 4 nor one sea- 
bird, except a disconsolate black Albitross, who accompanied us 
^ for several days, hovering about us as If he had lost himself, till 
Hartley" (my second captain) , observing in one of his melancholy 
fits that this bird was always hovering near us, imagin’d from his 
colour that it might be some ill-omen, That which, I suppose, 
induced him the more to encourage his superstition was the con- 
* tinned series of contrary tempestuous winds, which had oppress’d 
ns ever since we had got into this sea. But be that as it would, he 
after some fruitless attempts at length shot the albHross, not doubt- 
ing (perhaps) that we should have a fair wind after St.”— 6 hb£- 
vogkjs , Voyage round the World by the way of the groat South 
&ea> etc., London, 1726. 
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Th«» trifling contributions, all but one, which Mr. Coleridse 
has with unneceasaty scrupulosity- recorded, slipped out of his 
mind, as they well might. As we endeavored to proceed con- 
jointly (I speak of the same evening) our respective manners' 
proved so widely different that it would have been unite pre- 
sumptuous in me to do anything but separate from an under- 
taking upon which I could only have been a clog. ” 

la* conversation with the Rev. Alexander Dyce (Note ia 
Poewc o/ S. T. C„ ed. 1862) Wordsworth said the dream <rf 
Coleridge’s friend was of “ a skeleton ship, with figures in it »* 
ami claimed, besides the stanza containing the two lines quoted 
above, the lines : 


** An(i thoa art long, and lank, and brown, 

As is the ribbed sea-sand/ 1 

Coleridge’s own account of the matter has been quoted in 
the Introduction. It has also been claimed that Coleridge must 
have derived some help from Captain Thomas James’ Strange 
and dangerous Voyage ... in his intended Discovery of me , 
North- Went Passage into the South Sm, London, 1038, And a 
document to be found in La Bigne’s Magna Bibliotheca Vm* 
rum Patrum, 1818, — a letter from Saint Paulinus to Macarius. 
Regarding the latter see Gentleman's Magazine for October, , 
1868. But whatever Coleridge’s indebtedness to these sources, 
it should not be forgotten that he used this material as Shak- 
spere used the sources of his wonderful plays, — it was, after 
all, simply the skeleton which his imagination enabled him to 
clothe with living flesh and blood. 

Translation of Motto. —I can easily believe that in the uni- 
verse the invisible beings are more than the visible. But who 
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shall reveal to us the nature of them all, the rank, the relation- 
ships, the distinguishing features, and the offices of each? 
What is it they do ? Where is it they dwell ? Always about 
the knowledge of these wonders the mind of man has circled, 
nor ever reached it. In the meantime, I deny not, it is pleas- 
ant sometimes to contemplate in the xnind, as in a picture, the 
image of this greater and better world; that the intellect, 
wonted to the petty details of daily life, be not narrowed over- 
much, nor sink utterly to paltry thoughts. But, meanwhile, 
the truth must be vigilantly sought after, and a temperate 
judgment maintained, that we may distinguish things certain 
from things uncertain, day from night. 

The Glosses. — These marginal notes should be read both in 
connection with the poem and by themselves. If read with the 
text ^ they will be found to give a clearer conception of the idea 
of the poem ; if read by themselves they will be seen to consti- 
tute one of Coleridge’s finest prose compositions. See Pater, 
Appreciations , p. 100 ; Craik, English Prose , Vol. V., p. 79. 

1. 1. It is, etc. Note the rhetorical ellipsis, and for ballads 
beginning in a similar manner see Child, English and Scottish 
Popular Ballads, I., 113 ; II,, 266, 321 ; V., 48, 64. The poem 
begins abruptly, and in like manner nearly every important 
detail and incident in the poem is introduced, as, for example, 
"the ship, the storm-blast, the Albatross, etc. 

1. 2. One of three. Observe the poet’s use of the numbers 
, three, seven, and nine. u The odd numbers have always been 
regarded as particularly appropriate to the mystical or super- 
natural. See, for example,' Rossetti’s Blessed $amozel : 

* She had three Mies in her hand. 

And the stars in her hair were seven/ 

M Tennyson writes in the Mespendcs i 
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. * Five and three, . 

Let it not bo noised abroad, make an awful mystery.’ 

“There are, you remember, nine muses, seven wonders of 
the world, three fates, etc.” — Herbert Bates, ed. of Ancient 
Mariner . 

I. 3. By thy, etc. Much is gained by this indirect descrip- 
tion of the Ancient Mariner. Look through the poem for other 
examples of the same sort. 

II. 0-12. In the 1708 version there were two stanzas here : 

But still he holds the weddiug-guest — 

There was a Ship, quoth he — 

“ Nay, if thou'st got a laughsome tale, 

“ Marinere 1 come’ with me.” 

Fo holds him with his skinny hand, 

Quoth he, there was a Ship— 

“ Now got thee hence, thou grey-beard Loon! 

“ Or my Staff shall make thee skip.” 

Other changes worth noting, not pointed out later, are the 
following: 41-54, 67. 65, 143-152, 159, 167, 284, 238, 242, 
268, 809, 313-326, 327-328, 345-349, S59, 387-388, 443, 538, 
583-585. 

1. 10. There was a ship. “It is perhaps the most vivid 
realization ever put into words of that large life of the world 
which embraces the tiny fragmentary life of the* individual. 
The ship sails in upon the changed scene under the wondering 
gazer’s unwilling eyes. Its shadow comes between him and 
the board which he knows is spread so near, the procession 
which he can see passing, shadowy, across those shadowy seas, 
Which is the real ? which the vision ? The mind grows giddy, 
the imagination trembles and wavers. Our senses become con- 
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fused, unable to identify what we see from what we hear ; and 
finally, triumphantly, the unseen sweeps in and holds posses- 
sion, more real, more true, more unquestionable than anything 
that, eye can see. 11 — Mas. Oliphant, Blackwood's Magazine, 
Vol. 110, p. 507. 

1. U. Loon. Compare Macbeth , V. 3. 11. 

1. 12. Eftsoons. At once, immediately. Why “dropt” In 
this line, and “holds ” in L 9 ? Examine the tenses through- 
out the poem, and try to discover just what the poet accom- 
plishes by his frequent changes. 

1. 13. His glittering eye. M Like his own « Ancient Mariner,* 
when he had once fixed your eye he held you spell-bound, and 
you were constrained to listen to his tale ; you must have been 
more powerful than he to have broken the charm ; and X, know 
ho 'man worthy to do that.” — C. and M, C. Clarke, Recollec- 
tions of WHtera, p. 82. For a somewhat similar comment "by 
John Sterling, see liussell, Characteristics, p. 16. 

I. 14. The Wedding-Guest. “ Mark . , • how significant is 
the pause which allows time to present the final relinquishment 
on the part of the wedding-guest of all thought of escape ; what- 
ever interruption he makes henceforth is in the interest of the 
narrative, and betrays its control over him ; he no longer seeks 
to retard or dismiss it.” — Gertrude Garrigueb, Journal of 
Spec. Bhil., Tol. 14, p. 829. Examine those lines in which 
the wedding-guest is mentioned, and try to discover the poet’s 
reason for introducing the character. 

II. 16-16. These lines, m well as lines 226-227, were fur 
jfished by Wordsworth. 

L 18* He cannot choose, etc. See 11, 88, 686-590. 

L 20. Bright-eyed. A study of the epithets in the, poem 



jrom 


75 


will give some insight into an important phase of Coleridge's 
poetic art. “ The power of poetry is, by a single word perhaps, 
to instil that energy into the mind, which compels the imagine* 
tion to produce the picture." — Coleridge, Lectures on Shah* 
spere and MiUon (Bohn ed ), p, 1*18. In this connection, sec 
Sherman, Analytics of Literature , p. 62 £C. ; on tho general 
subject of C oleridge's dictio n, see Lowell, Works., Vol. VI., 
pp. 74-76. 

I. 21. The ship, etc. This stanza should be compared with 
“the bpening stanzas of Tennyson’s The Voyage; indeed the 
whole of that poem shows Coleridge's influence.” — Siljs, From 
Milton to 'Tennyson . 

II. 26-28. A whole day — and it is all sun, just what a sailor 
would see so much of at sea — is crowded into these four lines* 
This economy of words, but not of ideas, because Coleridge's 
well-chosen words are almost without limit in their suggestive- 
ness, is characteristic of the whole poem, and, we might add, 
of all works of the highest art. Another feature of the stanza 
is that, with the exception of the two prepositions, upon and 
into) aU of the words are monosyllables. An interesting study 
will be to cotn|>are this stanza, and others like it. with those 
in whioh words of more than qne syllable abound, noting the 
difference of effect. See also the monosyllabic song at the 
opening of Part VII. of Tennyson’s Princess. 

The whole picture is a “grand image of the loneliness, the 
isolation from all other created things, of that speck upon the 
boundless, noiseless waters. Throughout the whole poem this 
sent iment oj^ is olation btjtfesermi with a magical and most 
impressive real it y ; all the actibnis absolutely shut up within the 
dootn^sMp? 1 — Mas. Quphant, Literary History of England, 
VoL I., p, 247. 
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L SO. Where, then, is the ship ? Observe that only ten 
lines have been need m bringing the ship to this point. 

1. SI. Here we are suddenly torn away from the sea picture, 
and borne back to the wedding-feast where the bride and the 
minstrelsy fill our minds with thoughts quite different from 
those that haunt the crazed brain of the old seafarer. When 
we are again at Sea, it is not upon the sun or the ship that our 
attention is centred, but Upon the Storm^hlqst, and in this way 
s urprise and con tras t are made use of to sting our imaginations 
into producing the picture. 

1. 32. Bassoon. “ During Coleridge’s residence in Stowey 
his friend Poole reformed the church choir, and added a bassoon 
to its resources. Mrs. Sanford (T. Toole and Bis Friends , I., 
247), happily suggests, that this ‘was the very original and pro- 
totype of the w loud bassoon ” whose sound moved the wedding- 
guest to beat his breast.’ ” — Campbell, Poetic Works qf 
Coleridge, See illustration in Standard Dictionary . 

1.35. Nodding their heads. Compare Coleridge’s Ballad 
if the Dark LadM, 11. 63*66. 

1. 36. Minstrelsy. Define. 

1. 37. The Wedding-Ouest, etc. What does the poet gain 
by his-frequent repetitions, not only here, but elsewhere in the 
poem? Not infrequently touch of a poet’s charm lied in Ills 
skilful repetitions, a fact that will be appreciated by all readers 
of I 3 oe. 

1. 41. The ship drawn, etc. Mr. Campbell suggests that 
drawn in the gloss be emended to driven. His reasons for the 
change will be found in The Athenmum, No. 3266, pi 371, and 
in a note at p. 697 of his edition of Coleridge's poems. For a de- 
fence of the present reading, see The Athenwum, No. 3267, p. 46& * 
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i. 47. Stm treads, etc. Explain this line. 

I. 50. Southward aye we fled. “ Anyone examining the 
poem with a critical eye for its machinery and groundwork, 
will have noticed that Coleridge is careful not to introduce any 
element of the marvellous or supernatural until he has trans- 
ported the reader beyond the pale of definite geographical know- 
ledge, and thus left behind him all those conditions of the known 
and the familiar, all those associations with recorded fact and 
experience, which would have created an inimical atmosphere. 
. . . # In some half-dozen stanzas, beginning with ‘The ship 
was cleared,’ we find ourselves crossing the Line and driven far 
towards the Southern Pole. Beyond a few broad indications 
thus vouchsafed, Coleridge very astutely takes pains to avoid 
anything like geography. We reach that silent sea into which 
we are the first that ever burst , and that is sufficient for imagina- 
tive ends. It is enough that the world, as known to actual 
navigators, is left behind, and a world which the poet is free 
to colonize with the wildest children of lus dreaming brain, has 
been entered. Forthwith, to all intents and purposes, wo may 
say, in the words of Goethe as rendered by Shelley ; 

4 The bounds of true and false are passed - 
Lead us on, thou wandering gleam.' ” 

— Watson, Excuvsio us in Crtiici&m, pp, 98-99. 

II. 51-70. And now there came, etc. “ Jf Coleridge read 
Captain James’ ‘North-west Passage’ log, he probably noted 
the following entries. ... ‘All day and all night, it snow’d 
hard ’ ; * The nights are very cold ; so that our rigging freezes* ; 
* It prooved very thicko foule weather, and the next day, by two 
a Oloeke in the morning, we found ourselves incom passed about 
with Joe ' ; * We had Joe not f&rre off about us, and some pieces 
as high as our Top-mast-head ' ; * The seventeenth ... we 
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heard . . . the rutt against a banks of Ice shat fey on the 
S hoars. It made a hollow and hideous noyse, like ah over-fall 
of water, which made us to reason amongst our selves con- 
cerning it, for we were not able to see about us, it being dark© 
night and foggie 1 ; * The Ice . . . erackt all over the Bay, 
with a fearfull noyse 1 ; ‘These great pieces that came aground© 
began to break© with a most terrible thundering noyse 1 \ * This' 
morning . . . we unfastened our Ship, and came to Satie, 
steering betwixt great pieces of Ice that were a ground© in 
40 fad,, and twice as high as our Top-mast-head,’ ” — Cam pbell. 
See The Athenaum for 1890. 

1. 54, And through, etc. Clifts is an old form of clefts; 
drifts is used in the sense of driving ' clouds of mist and snots 
(see l 51). 

1. 59, The ice, etc, “In the beginning of the mariner's 
narrative, the language has all the impetus of a storm, — and 
when the ship is suddenly locked among the polar ice, the 
change is as instantaneous as it is awful 1 * — Blackwood P* 
Magazine, Vol. 6, p. 5. 

1. 02. Like noises, etc, Swound = swoon. What could 
have been “ more weirdly imagined of the * cracks and growls’ 
of the rending iceberg than that they sounded ‘ like noises in a 
swound 1 ? 11 — Tea ill, Coleridge , p, 52. Observe also the effect 
of remoteness produced by this comparison. 

1. 04. Thorough. An older form of through, used here for 
the sake of the metro. But why are so many archaic forms 
found in the poem? Make a list of them and then consult some 
good dictionary for their meanings. 

I 69. Thunder-fit. A noise like thunder ; the word JU Is 
derived from the Anglo-Saxon which meant struggle* 
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L 74, Mariner’s. Some editions read mariners', as in 1, 9ft 

l* T6. Shroud, See illustration In Standard Dictionary* 

L 70, Vespers, Evenings. 

1, 70. God save thee, etc. Observe how the speech of the 
Wedding-Guest increases the effect upon us of the Mariner’s 
confession. We are beginning* to understand why this char- 
acter was introduced. 

1. 02, I shot the Albatross. * 4 ... the old man shrinks 
from that avowal of his offence which he yet knows he must 
make. He lingers and lingers on his description of the Alba- 
tross, and of its growing familiarity with the sailors, and goes 
on adding circumstance to circumstance, each of which is au 
aggravation of the deed, but Which serves, to postpone his 
acknowledgement of it, till at last it is elicited by a demand 
of the cause of his obvious agony, and then it bursts from him 
in the fewest words that could express the fact.” — Westminster 
Meview, Vol. 12., p. 29. 41 All the subsequent miseries of the 
crew are represented by the poet as having been the conse- 
quences of this violation of the charities of sentiment.”— 
Blackwood's Magazine, Vol. 0, p. 0. * 

i. 03. Although this stanza is varied but slightly from that 
at 1. 26, it should be so read as to indicate clearly the change 
in the course the ship is now taking. See what Lowell says, 
about being alone with the sun at sea. Works (Houghton), 
Vol. I., p, 106. 

1. 90. Mariners’. Both here and in 1. 74 the 17$8 version 
has the singular, Mariners' s. Notice that the rhyme {follow : 
hollo) produces the effect of an echo. Find other passages 
where the rhymes are in like manner especially appropriate. 

L 97* Like God’s own head, this phrase modifies 
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a contraction that may be shown in tending the passage aloud 
if a brief pause is made after red, Dowdon makes the follow* 
mg comment : 44 How majestically the sunrise at sea is expressed. 
... It is like the solemn apparition of one of the chief actors 
in this strange drama of crime, and agony, and expiation, and 
in the new sense of wonder with which we witness Jhat oldest 
spectacle of the heavens we can well believe in other miracles.” , 
— New Studies in Literature , p. 343. 

1. 104. The furrow followed free. In Sibylline Leaves (1817) 
the line was printed : « 

44 The furrow stream'd off free," 

and Coleridge added in a foot-note : 44 In the former edition the 
line was — , 

4 The furrow follow'd free * ; 

but I had not been long on board a ship before I perceived that 
this was the image as seen by a spectator from the shore, or 
from another vessel. From the ship itself the Wake appears 
like a brook flowing off from the stem." But in 1828 he 
restored the old line, because, after all, it seemed to him more 
musical. See Dowden, New Studies in Literature , p. 338, and 
Brandi, Volendge and the English Romantic Movement, p. 201. 

, 1. 105-1 06. Contrast the movement of these lines with that 
of the two following, 

1. 111. All in a hot, etc. This "reminds one of some of 
Turner’s pictures. This great artist, as well as Coleridge, had 
a keen eye for the subtle aspects of nature that hard and brill- 
iant minds like Macaulay’s find so uninteresting. For similar 
touches see 11. 171-180, 100-200, 203-271, 314-320, 388-372.” 
— S rn». How do you account for the size of the sun? 
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1 . 117* Coleridge here suggests one of the limitations of 
painting. See. Lessing’s Laocodn, §§ XT., XVJU ft Hales 
compares Hamlet, I L 2. 502. 

L 127. About, eta See Macbeth, 1. 3. 33. 

1128. The death-fires, etc. See fetch-candle, corposant, in 
some dictionary ; also Brand’s Popular Antiquities. 

U. 129-180. The water, etc. See 11. 270-271. The spirit 
of these lines is easily caught by a reader familiar with the 
famous Witch Scene in Macbeth , IT. 1. See Blackwood's 
Magazine, To 1* 0, p. 0. 

1. 188. The slow movement of this line adds to the effect of 
the figure. It should be noted that an important feature of 
Coleridge’s work, whether in prose or verse, is the naturalness 
and appropriateness of his figures. These are everywhere so 
exceedingly apt that we never think that any other than the 
one be has chosen would have quite suited his purpose,— in- 
deed, they fit so well into his work that we scarcely ever think 
of them as mere figures of rhetoric. Not infrequently he takes 
the most prosaic idea, and, by his exquisite placing of it, at once 
elevates it into the realm of poetry. 

1. 139. Well-a-day. Define. 

1. 141. Instead of the cross. Compare the following lines? 
70, 178, 233-234, 286, 294-296, 489, 674-.57S, 696-590* In read* 
lng this line be careful not to stress the last syllable of Albatross 
too strongly ; nowhere in the poem, indeed, should too much 
be made of the rhymes. 

1 142. if I do not think that Coleridge could have known the 
sfee of the fowl when he caused it to be hung round the neck 
of Ids Ancient Mariner.” -i* Hawthortte, Works, Voi. VTW., 
p. 667. Bee article on Albatross, Encyclopaedia Britannica* 
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I, 162. A certain shape, etc. See Brandy Coleridge and 
English Romantic Movement, pp. 197-198. 

I wist. Wist is the preterit of wite, to know. For instances 
of the use of this form in the old ballads see Child, Ballads 
(Glossary). 

1. 163. A speck, etc. Here the Mariner becomes oblivions to 
all but the scene in his mind’s eye, and wanders with dreamy 
thought over the moving picture he has described— builds, as 
it wore, 44 a bridge from Dreamland for his lay.” Then, after 
a pause, lie regains sufficient presence of mind to go on with the 
story, which he takes up in the next line. 

1. 167. Black lips baked. Observe the appropriateness of 
the labials. 

1. 164. They for joy did grin. 44 1 took the thought of 4 grin- 
ning for joy 1 . . . from my companion’s remark to me when we 
had climbed to the top of Plinlimmon, and were nearly dead with 
thirst. We could not speak from the constriction till we found 
a little puddle under a stone. He said to me, 4 You grinned like 
an idiot I* He had done the same.” — Table- Talk, May 31, 
1830. See Letters of & T. Coleridge, I., p. 81, note. 

1. 168. Hither, etc. This, the last of his speech to his com- 
panions, is broken off by the amazement which takes from him 
all power oi speech, — so overcome is he by the realization of 
the fact that the ship moves without breeze or tide. The latter 
fact suggests the legend of the “Flying Dutchman.” 

L 175. That strange shape. 44 Fancies of the strange things 
which may very well happen, even in broad daylight, to men 
shnt up alone in ships far off at sea, seem to have arisen in the 
human mind in ail ages with a peculiar readiness, and often 
have about them the fascination of a certain dreamy graces 
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which distinguishes them from other kinds of marvellous in- 
ventions. This sort of fascination the Ancient Mariner brings 
to its highest degree ; it is the delicacy, the dreamy grace in 
his presentation of the marvellous, that makes Coleridge's work 
so remarkable. The too palpable intruders from the spirit 
world, in almost all ghost literature, in Scott and Shakespeare 
even, have a kind of coarseness or crudeness. Coleridge’s 
power is in the very fineness with which, as with some really 
ghostly linger, he brings home to our inmost sense his inven- 
tions, daring as they are — the skeleton ship, the polar spirit, 
the inspiriting of the dead bodies of Ihe ship's crew. The Rime 
of the Ancient Mariner has the plausibility, the perfect adapta- 
tion to reason and the general aspect of Hfe Which belong to 
the marvellous when actually presented as part of a credible 
experience m our dreams." — Pate a, Wal'd* 8 English Poets. 
See Dixon, English Poetry , p. 80. 

Drove. What is the effect produced by the use of this word ? 
Compare 11. 22, 106, 190, 200, 201, etc. 

1. 177. And straight the Sun, etc, See Hazlitt, Sketches and 
Essays (Bohn edition), p. 274. 

I. 184. Gossameres. Look up derivation of word. 

II, 1 85-213. On 185-189 see Campbell's note. In the 17$8 
version lines 185-213 read as follows ; 

Are those her naked ribs, which deck’d 
The sun that did behind them peer ? 

And are those two all, all the crew, 

That woman aud her fleshless Pheere ? 

Bis bones were black with many a crack. 

All black and bare, 1 ween; 

Jet-black and bare, save whore with rust 

Of mouldy damps and charnel crust 
They're patch’d with purple and green. 
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Her Ups are red, her looks are free, 

Her locks are yellow as gold : 

Her skin is as white as leprosy, 

And she is far liker Death than he-, 

The flesh makes the still air cold* 

The naked Hulk alongside came 
And the Twain were playing dice; 

“ The Game is done ! I’ve won, I’ye won ! n 
Quoth she, and whistled thrice. 

A gust of wind sterte np behind * 

And whistled thro* his bones ; 

Thro’ the holes of his eyes and the hole of his mouth 
Halt-whistles and half-groans. 

With never a whisper in the Sea 
Off darts the Spectre-ship ; 

While clombe above the Eastern bar 

The horned Moon, with one bright Star 
Almost atween the tips. 

One after one by the horned Moon 
(Listen, O Stranger! to me). 

L 188. Is that a Death? Compare other pictures of Death 
In poetry, notably Milton’s in Paradise Lost, II., 068-678. See 
also Coleridge’s Lectures on Shakspere (Bohn edition), PP- 
90-91, for a comment on Milton’s description which applies 
almost equally well to the present passage. In the first edition 
there was a stanza describing Death which Coleridge finally 
omitted, thus rejecting u from his work the horrors, while re- 
taining the terrors, of death ” (Swinburne;. “Relying largely, 
as he did in his poems which deal with the supernatural, on 
the effect produced by their psychological truth, Coleridge 
could afford to subdue the supernatural, aud refine it to the 
utmost. ... he did not need, as Monk Lewis did, to drag into 
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bis verse all the horrors of the churchyard and the nether pit of 
Hell. . • ♦ [In this instance he] felt that these hideous inci- 
dents of the grave only detracted from the finer horror of the 
voluptuous beauty of his White Devil, the nightmare Life-in- 
Death. . . . She it was, this Life-in-Death, who with her 
numbing spell haunted Coleridge himself in after days.” — 
Dowden, New Studies in Literature, pp. 388—340. 

1. 193. Night-mare. Look up meaning of second part of 
compound. 

I. 197. The game is done, etc. For illustration see Dord’s 
edition of the poem, and on the impossibility of illustrating 
the poem effectively see Johnson’s Three Americans and Three 
Englishmen , pp 49-61. It is important to note the effect upon 
the Ancient Mariner of Life-in-Death. and how easily her pos- 
session of him explains the events to happen later on, 

I’ve won, etc. So most editions ; the 1829 text reads I've, 
I've won . 

U. 199-202. This stanza has been much admired. See 
Traill, Coleridge , p. 62 ; Lowell, Works, Vol. VI , p. 74. How 
is the effect of rapidity produced ? What is meant in the gloss 
by “ the courts of the Sim ” ? 

II. 201-211. For a recast of these lines, which was found 
among some papers of Coleridge dated 1806, 1807, and 1810, 
see Campbell’s note. 

1. 203. Looked sideways up. Observe how delicately Cole- 
ridge has suggested the fear of these men, and how much 
stronger suggestion is than statement. 

1. 209. Bar* Define. 

L 211. Within the nether tip. “ It is a common supersti- 
tion among sailors that something evil is about to happen when- 
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ever a star dogs the moon. 1 ’ — Coleridge, in MS* note. “ But 
no sailor ever saw a stai within the nether tip oi a horned moon/* 
— Campbell. Hunt out other passages in poetry where the 
moon is alluded to or described. 

1. 218. With heavy thump. The rhyme in this line has been 
criticised as sounding “to a modern ear undignified/’ but the 
words thump , lump, with what assistance they get from the 
next line, suggest to the ear the sound ot the tailing bodies. 

I. 223. My cross-bow. “The use of the cross-bow fixes 
the date of the Ancient Manner’s supposed hte in or before the 
sixteenth century. The cioss-bow, or arbalest, was not used 
in England after the reign of Henry VIII ” — Twqmbly, edition 
of Anctent Manner. What else does the line suggest, and 
what is gained by an allusion to it at the end of each Tart ? 

II. 220-227. And thou, etc. See note to 11. 15-10. 

I. 234. Never a saint. “ A here has its older force $ it 
as one, a single.” — Hales, Longer English Poems. 

II. 233-287. The many men, etc. See He Qumccy’s Works 
(Masson), 111., p. 43, for Lamb’s ungenerous remark about 
these lines. 

L 239. And so did I. What is gained by the association ? 

I 246. Or ever s before ever. See Hales, Longer English 
Poems, p, 219. 

1. 250. u The long-drawn third line gives an impression of 
weariness, which is increased by re larding the stanza with an 
extra line and rhyme- word ” — Moo nr, ed. of Ancient Mariner. 

1. 260. Is a curse, etc. It will be interesting for the student 
hereafter tp observe the juries mentioned elsewhere in litera- 
ture. Bee Macbeth, II. 2. 83-87 ; Lady of the Lake (Belle’s 
edition) XU., 191, note* 
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fl* 365-266. “ Notice the contrast between the beauty of this 
stanza and the horrors of the narrative/” — Gibbs, ed. Of Ancient 
Mariner. 

L 271. u I read this description of the ship in moonlight at 
sea, in a tropic calm. The beauty of the illustration of the 
frost is equalled by its truth, the motion of the moon is almost 
heard in the Terse, and yet the whole is a finished picture, . ; * 
But Coleridge is uncontent to leave the description of the sky 
without throwing round it the light of the higher imagination, 
and it js characteristic of the quaint fantasy which belonged 
to his nature that he puts the thoughts which lift the whole 
scene into the realm of the imagination into the prose gloss at 
the side — and it is perhaps the loveliest, little thought in all 
bis writings. 1 * — Bbooke, Theology in the English Poets, pp. 
88-80. 

1. 272. Beyond, etc. Perhaps the nearest approach in nature 
to the phenomenon described by Coleridge is “the trail of a shoal 
of fish through the phosphorescent water,” which Lowell says is 
the most beautiful thing he ever saw at sea. Bee Lowell, Works, 
I., pp. 103-104 ; also, Letters of S. T. Coleridge , t I., p. 200. 

1, 277. Within, etc. Contrast this picture with the one in 
the preceding stanza. 

L 281. “Nor are his strange creatures of the sea those 
hideous worms which a vulgar dealer in the supernatural might 
have invented. Been in a great calm by the light of the moon 
these creatures of God are beautiful in the joy of their life. . . * 
And it is through a sudden welling forth of sympathy with 
their happiness, and a sudden sense of their beauty* that the 
spell which binds the afflicted mariner is snapped. That 
erne self-centred in crude egoism should be purified and con* 
verted through a new sympathy with, suffering and sorrow is a 
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common piece o I morality ; this purification through sympathy 
with joy is a piece of finer and higher doctrine/ 1 — Bowmen, 
iVew Studies in Literature, p. 841. 

1. $90. The Albatross fell off* What similar to this happens 
In Pilgrim?* Progress f 

1. 291. The lost two stanzas may he said to contain the 
principle of the poem, — here the climax is reached. 

1. 292. Oh sleep i etc. “ 1 have heard Rossetti say that what 
came most of all uppermost in Coleridge was his wonderful 
Intuitive knowledge and love of the sea, whose billofay roll, 
and break, and sibilation, seemed echoed in the very mechan- 
ism of his verse. Sleep, too, Rossetti thought, had given up to 
Coleridge her utmost secrets ; and perhaps it was partly due 
to his own sad experience of the dread curse of insomnia, as 
well as to keen susceptibility to poetic beauty, that tears so 
frequently Riled his eyes, and sobs rose to his throat when he 
recited [this stanza] -^.affirming, meantime, that nothing so 
simple and touching had ever been written on the subject.”*— 
CUink, Becollections of D. A Bossettt, pp. 164-166. If the 
latter were true it would indeed be no mean tribute to the pres- 
ent passage, since the subject has occupied the mind of nearly 
every poet who has ever lived. Bee Macbeth, II, 2. 87-41; 
2 Henry IK, III. 1. 6-81; Reals’ Endgmion, I„ 466-468; 
Coleridge ’s The Pains of Sleep, etc. 

1 297. Silly v empty, useless. The word has an Interesting 
history. 

1 398. A blessed ghost. u 4 blessed ghost, as opposed to a 
lost, damned ghost; or a blessed ghost, as opposed to a very 
miserable living nmn.”— H bbbeut Bates. 

fi, 818*426, 367-372. On the singular charm of, fee images 
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In tos* two passages see Brooke, Theology of English Poets, 

p* 90. 

11. 324-326. like waters, etc. Coleridge's description of 
the lightning falling 

/ “ with never a jag, 

A river steep and wide , 1 ** 

tough contrary to the popular conception, which represents to 
lightning as zig-zagged and raw-edged, is nevertheless true to 
nature. In his Nature for Its Own Sake, p. 94, prof. Van 
Dyke says that the lightning “ runs in streams and rivulets, and 
when seen in photograph it often looks like an outlined map of 
to Nile, with its many mouths leading to the Mediterranean. 1 * 

I. 344* For a comment on certain similar phenomena see 
Holmes, Pages from an Old Volume of Life, Work*, V6L 
VIII,, pp. 201-202. 

L 352. The spirits in to bodies, and not to bodies them- 
selves, sing. 

L 369. I heard to sky-lark. Bead Shelley’s and Words- 
worth's odes To a Skylark . See Keeler’s arid Davis’ Studies 
in Engtish Composition, p. 79. In reading to last lme of this 
stanza do not stress the last syllable of jargonlng , but pronounce 
it lightly and observe the effect 

II. 337-372. These lines prove that for certain effects lan- 
guage is superior to both painting and sculpture. Explain. 
Are there any other similar instances in the poem? 

L 373. In %e 1798 version four stanzas followed I. 371 ? 

listen, 0 listen, ton Wedding-guest ! „ 

“ Marinere 1 thou hast thy will : 

“ For tot, which comes out of thine eye, doth make 
“ My body and soul to he still.'' 
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Never sadder tale was told 
To a naan of woman bom . 

Sadder and wiser than wedding-guest! 

Thou 'It rise to-morrow morn. 

Never sadder tale was hoard 
By a man of woman born : 

The Marmeres all return'd to work 
As silout as beforne. 

The Marineres all 'gan pull the ropes, 

But look at me they n'old: 

Though 1, 1 am as thin as air— 

They cannot me behold. 

1. 383. The Sun, etc. “ The ship has now reached the 
equator, returning north. In line 30 she is represented as 
having crossed the line, going south. In Coleridge’s prose 
comment, on 11. 103-106* he repie&ents the ship, at that point 
of the narrative , as having readied the line, going north. But 
this is contradicted by 11. 328, 385, 367-308, 378-376, all of 
which imply a sailing north from the point ieached in 107.” 
— S*l* . 

L 886. But in a minute, etc. See Christian Examiner, Vol 
14, p. 1J4. 

1. 395. My Hying life. As contrasted with his present life* 
fcwleath, 

L 407. As soft, etc. See Kubla Khan , 52-53, Hues that 
have been applied to Coleridge himself, llow do the lines that 
follow aid in showing that “ The other was a softer voice ” t 

tt. 414-417. Still as a slave, etc. For sources of these 
/Hues see The Athenaeum, No. 3256, pp. 371-372, 

^ li. 423-429, If Coleridge read James’ Voyage, the 
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part of the following passage may have helped In the Invention 
of Part VI. of his poem : “ VVhat bath been long agoe fabled by 
some PoHingales , that should have comne this way out of the 
South Sea: the meere shaddowes of whose mistaken Relations 
have comne to us : I leave to be confnted by their owne vauitie. 
These hopes have stirred up, from time to time, the more active 
spirits of this our kingdome, to research that meerely imaginary 
passage* For mine owue part, I give no credit to them at all ; 
and as little to the vicious, and abusive wits of later Porting als 
and Spaniards : who never speake of any difficulties : as shoaldo 
water, *tce, nor sight of land : but as if they had been brought 
home in a dreame or engine “ (p. 107). See gloss at line 422 ; 
also Athenaeum* March 15, 1890, quoted in Campbell’s note. 

1. 428. Slow and slow. Why ? 

1.429. See 1 391-392. 

I. 443. The ocean green. “Is the ocean actually green by 
moonlight? “ — Herbert Bates. 

II. 440-451. Like one, etc. “ Thfa stanza introduces us into 
the realm of the supernatural much as does Shakespeare's 
Macbeth . It takes us to the primeval imagination as it created 
the spirits of good and evil which wait on man to reward or 
to punish. Mr. Stopford Brooke says : * I never met a sailor 
whose ship had been among the lonely places of the sea who did 
not know of these hauntings.' . . . In these days of utilitaimnism, 
when we are taught that it is more important to know the law 
of the suction-pump than to know Hamlet , it is well to get back 
to the great principle which underlies such art as the Ancient 
Marines Macbeth , Paradise Lost , The Divine Comedy , Faust* 
The Prometheus of iEschylus, and the Book of Job. ” — Georoe, 
edition of Ancient Mariner. Bee Dixon, English Poetry , p. 82. 
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l 466. lit ripple or in shade. “ Visible either by a ripple at 
by a belt of darker water. But is breeze on moonlit water 
dark ? ” — - Herbert Ba rag. 

)]. 466-466 Sue 11. 26-24. 

1. 470. 0 let me, etc. What is the meaning of his prayer f 

1. 475. In the 1796 version those stanzas followed this line r 
The moonlight bay was white all o’er, 

Till rising from the same, 

Full many shapes, that shadows were, 

Like as of torches came, 

A hi tie distance from the prow 
Those darned shadows were ; 

But soon T saw that my own desh 
Was red as in a glare. 

I turn'd my head m fear and dread, 

And by the holy rood , 

The bodies had advanc’d, and now 
Before the mast they stood. 

They lifted up their stiff right arms, 

They held them strait and tight , 

And each right am burnt like a torch, 

A torch that’s borne upright 
Their stony eyeballs glitter’d on 
In the red and smoky light. 

1 pray’d and turn’d my head away 
Forth looking as before. 

There was no breeze upon the bay, 

No wave against the shore. 

1L 478-479. The moonlight, etc. “ . . . how pleasantly* 
how reassuringly, the whole nightmare story itself is made to 
end, among the clear fresh sounds and lights of the bay, whore 
it began*” Pater, Appreaaiiofis^ p. 101. 
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t 482. Full many shapes, etc. Can you account for these 
shapes, —their color and their location ? 

1. $03. In the 1798 version the following stanza appeared 
after this line : 

44 Then vanish'd all the lovely lights ; 

The bodies rose anew : 

With silent pace, each to his place. 

Came back the ghastly crew. 

The wind, that shade nor motion made, 

, On me alone it blew." 

Campbell notes that “the Editor of 1877-1880 sayjp|M’t hi a 
copy of 1798 Coleridge' put his pen through the stang a. and 
wrote on the margin : ' ^ 

** Then vanish'd all the lovely lights, 

The spirits of the air, 

No souls of mortal men were they, 

But spirits bright and fair." 

1. $20. He hath, etc. Just why does this line add so ranch 
to our appreciation of the two following lines V From what the 
Hermit says and from what is said about him, what can you 
judge as to his character ? Does he differ at all from the 
hermits you have read about ? 

L 535. Ivy-tod. Ivy-bush. 

1. 549. The ship went down, etc. For a criticism upon the 
sinking of the vessel see Quarterly Review, Vol. 52, pp. 28, 29. 

1. 580. The Pilot shrieked. “ With what consummate art are 
we left to imagine the physical traces which the mariner's long 
agony has left behind it by a method far more terrible ten any 
direct description —the effect, namely, which the eight of him 
produces upon others."— p. 5& Why, by 
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the way, to this elect greater upon the Pilot, and hto boy thaa 
upon the Hermit f 

1. @65. Who now doth crazy go. On insanity caused by sud- 
den fright see Holmes, A Mortal Antipathy, Works , VJX, p. 91. 

1. 686. 1 pass, like night, etc. This recalls the legend of 
the Wandering Jew. 

I. 691. What loud uproar, etc. “ Notice with what dra- 
matic skill this poem is set. The mariner's tale— gloomy, 
weird, supernatural — stands out in compelling contrast against 
the scenery of the bridal — cheerful, domestic, humanisttc. If 
you look especially at the marvellous way in which the super- 
natural* element is introduced, you will perhaps agree with me 
that no poet — not even the mighty 'Shakespeare himself — has 
bo brought home to us those spiritual existences which, to a 
devout mind, attend our every movement and preserve our 
going out and our coming in.” — Sr ms. 

II. 612-813. He prayeth well, etc. “ The Poem illustrates 
. . . the personal, simple religion of Coleridge. We see in it 
bow childlike the philosophic man could be in Ids faith, how 
little was enough for him. Its religion is all contained in [these 
lines].'* — Brooke, Theology in English Poets, p. 90. u Mrs. 
Barbauld once told me that she admired the Ancient Mariner 
very much, but that there were two faults in it,— it was im- 
probable, and had no moral. As for the probability, I owned 
that that might admit some question ; but as to the want of a 
moral, I told her that in my own judgment the poem had too 
much ; and that the only, or chief, fault, if I might say so, was 
the obtrusion of ijhe moral sentiment so openly on the reader 
as a principle or cause of action in a work of such pure imagi- 
nation. It ought to have had no more moral than the Arabian 
Mights tale of the merchant's sitting down to eat dates by the 
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side of a well, and throwing the shells aside, and lot a genie 
starts up, and says he must hill the af oresaid merchant because 
one of the date-shells had, it seems, put out the eye of the 
genial son.” — Table-Talk , May 31, 1830. For some attempts 
to 41 interpret 71 the poem see Johnson, Three Americans and 
Three Englishmen , p. 48 ; Gertrude Gamgues, Journal of 
Speculative Philosophy, Yol. 14, p. 829 ft ; North AmeHcan 
Review , Vol, 39, pp. 451, 452 ; De Quincey, The Spanish Nun, 
Works (Masson), Vol. xiii., pp. 195-196. 

Conclusion. 44 The conclusion has always appeared to us 
to he happy and graceful in the utmost degree. The actual 
surface-life of the world Is brought close into contact with the 
life of sentiment, — the soul that is as much alive, and enjoys, 
and suffers as much in dreams and visions of the night as by 
daylight One feels with what a heavy eye the Ancient Mari- 
ner must look and listen to the pomps and merry-makings — 
even to the innocent enjoyments — of those whose experience 
has only been of things tangible. Ode feels that to him another 
world— we do not mean a supernatural, but a more exqui- 
sitely and deeply natural, world — has been revealed, — and 
that the repose of his spirit can only be in the contemplation of 
things that are not to pass away. The sad and solemn indiffer- 
ence of his mood is communicated to his hearer, —and we feel 
that even after reading what he hat heard. It were better to 
‘tumirom the bridegroom^ door.’ ” — Blackwood's Magazine, 
Vol. 6, p. 7. 44 It brings our feet back to the common soil with 
a bewildered sweetness of relief and gentle quiet after the pro- 
digious strain of mental excitement, which is like nothing else 
we remember in poetry. The effect is one of those which only 
supreme genius could produce, — genius which dares to sink 
from the highest notes of spiritual music to the absolute sim- 
pMtg*.of exhausted nature. Thus we are set down on the soft 
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grass, in & tender bewilderment, out of the clouds. It is oven; 
thts visionary voyage — we are back again on the mortal soU 
from whence we started ; but never more, never again, can the 
visible and the invisible have to us the same meaning. For 
once in our lives, if never before, we have crossed the borders 
of theunsecn.” — Mkb. Ouphant, Blackwood' a Magazine VoL. 
110, p. 669. 

KUBLA KHAN 

This poem was written in 1798, 1 but not published until 1816, 
It was then issued in a pamphlet containing Christabel ifhd The 
Paine of Sleep, and preeeeded by thus note : 

“ The following fragment is here published at the request of 
a poet of great and deserved celebrity, and as far as the author’s 
t own opinions are concerned, rather as a psychological curiosity 
thill on the ground of any supposed poetic merits. ” 

“In the summer of the year 1797, the author, then in ill 
health, had retired to a lonely farm-house between Porlock and 
Linton, on the Exmoor confines of Somerset and Devonshire. 
In consequence of a slight indisposition, an anodyne had been 
prescribed, from the effects of which he fell asleep in his chair 
at the moment that he was reading the following sentence, or 
v words of the same substance, in Purchase Pilgrimage i * Here 
the Khan Kubla commanded a palace to be built, and a stately 
. garden thereunto. And thus ten miles of fertile ground was 
Ammfafefld with a wall* 8 The author continued for about three 

* ft would seem th$t the poem was written in 1798 , and not, as 
Coleridge himself says, “ in |he summer of the year 1797 .“ Fora 1 
discussion of the matter see Letter » of S. T. Coleridge, VoL l. t 
p. 245, note. 

* “In Xamdtt did Cabled Can build a stately Palace, eimompato- 
tog sixteeae miles of plains ground with a wall, whereto axe fettle 
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hours in a profound sleep, at least of t be external senses, to 
lug which time he has the most vivid confidence that he could 
not have composed less than from two to three hundred lines ; 
If that indeed can be called composition in which all the images 
rose up before him as things, with a parallel production of the 
correspondent expressions, without any sensation or conscious- 
ness of effort On awaking he appeared to himself to have a 
distinct recollection of the whole, and taking his pen, ink, and 
paper, instantly and eagerly wrote down the lines that are here 
preserved. At this moment he was unfortunately called out by 
a person on business from Porlock, and detained by him above 
an hour, and on his return to his room, found, to his no small 
surprise and mortification, that though he still retained some 
vague and dim recollection of the general import of the vision, 
yet, with the exception of some eight or ten scattered fines and 
images, all the rest had passed away like the images on the 
surface of a stream into which a stone has been cast, bat alas i 
without the after restoration of the latter. . . . ” See Andrew 
Bang’s comment in Lilt ell's Living Age, Vol. 206, p. 285* 

1. 6. Down to a sunless sea. “But what a grand flood is 
this, flowing down through measureless caverns to a sea With- 
out a sun 1 I know no other sea equal to it, except Keats 1 , 
hi Ms Ode to a Nightingale ; and none can surpass that,’*— 
IiBiUH Host, Imagination and Famy, (Am. ed.), pp. 211-212. 

1. 86-40. A damsel, etc. See Talfourd, Memoirs qf Chart ts 
Lamb (Hiila., 1892), p. 80. 

I 86-63. “ In some of the smaller pieces, as the conclusion 

MedoWdfl, pleasant Springs, delightful! Streamer, and aH sorts of 
beasts of chase and game, and in the mfddest 'thereof a sumptuous 
house of pleasure.” — Pttbchas, HU Pilgrimage, London, fol 162% 
Bfc. tV .* chap, sift., p. 418* 
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of the Kubla Khan, for example, not only the lines by then* 
selves are musical, but the whole passage sounds all at ones 
as an outburst or crash of harps in the still air of autumn. 
The verses seem as if played to the ear upon some unseen 
instrument ; and the poet's manner of reciting verse is similar. 
It is not rhetorical, but musical ; so very near recitative, that 
for anyone else to attempt it would be ridiculous ; and yet ft 
is perfectly miraculous with what exquisite searching he elicits 
and makes sensible every particle of the meaning, not leaving 
a shadow of a shade of the feeling, the mood, the degree, 
untouched." — Quarterly Memw, Yoi. 52, p. 8. 

CHRISTA BEL 

This poem was first published, with the following preface, in 
loi6: 

"The first part of the following poem was written in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, at Stowey, 
in the county of Somerset. The second part, after my return 
from Germany, in the year one thousand eight hundred, at 
Keswick, Cumberland. Since the latter date, my poetic powers 
have been, till very lately, in a state of suspended animation. 
But as, in my very first conception of the tale, I had the whole 
present to my mind, with the wholeness, no less than with the 
liveliness, of a vision, I trust that I shall be able to embody in 
verse the three parts yet to come, in the course of the present 
-year. 

"It is probable, that if the poem had been finished at either 
of the former periods, or if even the first and second part had 
been published in the year 1800, the impression of its originality 
would have been much greater than I dare at present expect 
But for this, I have only my own indolence to blame; . The 
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dates are mentioned for the exclusive purpose of precluding 
charges of plagiarism or servile imitation from myself. 1 Tor 
there is amongst na a set of critics* who seem to hold that 
every possible thought and image is traditional ; who have no 
notion that there are such things as fountains in the world, 
small as well as great; and who would therefore charitably 
derive every rill they behold flowing, from a perforation made 
in some other man’s tank. 1 I am confident, however, that as 
far as the present poem is concerned, the celebrated poets 
wbos^ writings I might be suspected of having imitated, either 
in particular passages, or in the tone and the spirit of the 
whole, would he among the first to vindicate me from the 
charge, and who, on any striking coincidence, would permit 
mt to address them in this doggerel version of two monkish 
Latin hexameters: 

Tis mine, and it is likewise youm; 

But an if this will not do, 

Let it be mine, good friend, for I 
Am the poorer of the two. 

** I have only to add that the metre of the ChristaM is not, 
properly speaking, irregular, though it may seem so from its 
being founded on a new principle, — namely, that of counting in 
each line the accents, not the syllables. Though the latter may 
vary from Beven to twelve, yet in each line the accents will be 

1 Tennyson’s expression of the same thought is perhaps more 
familiar . “ But there is, I fear, a prosaic set growing up among us, 
editors of booklets, hookworms, index-hunters, or men of great 
memories and no imagination, who impute themselves to the poet, 
and so believe that he, too, has no imagination, but is forever pok- 
ing nose between the pages of some old volume in order to sac 
what he can appropriate / ' — Letter to Mr . S. M. Dawson, November 1 
21 , 
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found to be only four. Nevertheless this occasional variation hi 
number of syllables is not introduced wantonly, or for the mere 
ends of convenience, but in correspondence with some transition, 
in the nature of the imagery or passion.” 

1. 1. r Tis the middle of night, etc. “The circumstances 
with Which the poem opens are admirably conceived. There is 
in all the images introduced a certain fearful stillness and 
ominous meaning, the effect of which can never be forgotten. 
The language, also, is so much in harmony with the rude era of 
the tale that it seems scarcely to have been written in the 
present age, as is indeed a wonderful proof of what genius can 
effect in defiance of unfavorable associations. Whoever has had 
his mind penetrated with the true expression of a Gothic building 
will find a similar impression conveyed by the vein of language 
employed in this legend. The manners, also, and forms of 
courtesy ascribed to the personages, are full of solemn grace.” 
Blackwood'* Magazine , Vol. 6, p. 9, For suggestions as to 
the sources of the three scenes in Part I., — the meeting in the 
wood, the castle, and the bed-chamber, — see Brandi, Coleridge 
and the English Bomantic Movement ; pp. 210-213. 

1. 3- Ttt-whit, etc. “An onomatopoeia which occurs in one 
» of Shakespeare's best-known lyrics.” — TnAitn. See Tenny- 
" son's two songs to The Owl. 

1, 14. Is the night chilly and dark? Brandi observes that 
the style of this poem is characterized by 44 an accumulation of 
question and interjection.” 

1. IB. The moon is behind, etc. Dowden thinks a suggestion 
of the description may be found in Dorothy Wordsworth’s 
Journal. See Knight’s Life of W. Wordsworth, Vol. I., p. 134. 

1. 23. Christabel. On the origin of the name see Caine’s 
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Recollections of D. 0 . Rossetti, pp. 151-163. “ With the most 

exquisite feeling for womanhood in its general features, he seems 
to have been incapable of drawing strongly the features of any 
individual woman. . . . Even Christabel is a figure somewhat 
faintly drawn, — a figure expressing indeed the beauty, Inno- 
cence, and gentleness of maidenhood, but without any of the » 
traits of a distinctive personality/ 1 — Bowden, New Studies 
in Literature, p. 321. 

L 48. There is not wind, etc. Bowden refers again to 
Dorothy Wordsworth’s Journal See Knight’s Life of William 
Wordsworth Vol. I., p. 141. 

11. 58-65. For the various readings to this passage, and 
others following, see notes to Campbell’s' edition. 

1. 113, That strove to be, etc. Like one’s steps in a night- 
mare. 

1. 181. Lifted her up. 11 The lifting her over the sill seems 
to be something like the same superstition that we have in 
Scott’s Eve of St. John : 

* But I had not had pow’r to come to thy bow’r, 

If thou had’at not charm’d me so.' ” 

— C. B., Notes and Queries , First Series, Vol. L, p. 324. In 
Vol. II. , p. 47, C. Forbes quotes from The Abbot: “ ‘Reverend 
father/ replied Magdalen, ‘hast thou never heard that there are 
spirits powerful to rend the walls of a castle asunder when 
once admitted, which yet cannot enter the house unless they 
are invited, nay-, dragged over the threshold f Twice hath 
Roland Oroeme been thus drawn into the household' of A vend 
by those who now hold the title. Let them look to the issue/ * ** 
Bee The phap. 15, ad finis , and note. 
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L 158. But when the lady passed, etc. « With what ex- 
quisite delicacy are all these hints of the true character of this 
stranger imagined — the difficulty of passing the threshold* 
the dread and incapacity of prayer, , the moaning of the old 
mastiff in his sleep, the rekindling of the dying embers as 
she passes, the influence of the lamp * fastened to the angel’s 
feet.’ , . . After the notion of evil has once been suggested 
to the reader, the external beauty and great mildness of de- 
meanor ascribed to the stranger produce only the deeper 
feeling of terror, and they contrast, in a manner singularly 
impressive, with the small revelations which every now and 
then take place of what is concealed beneath them.” — Bloch' 
wood** Magazine , Vol. 6, pp. 10-11. 

11. 175-18:1. The moon shines, etc. “ Nowhere out of Keats’ 
JSve of St. Agnes is there any ‘interior’ to match that of 
CbristabePs chamber, done as it is in little more than half a 
dozen lines.” — Tkaill, Coleridge . p. 54. 

L 288, And lay down, etc. On the singular beauty of this 
line see heigh Hunt, Imagination and Fancy (Am. ed.), 
pp. 6-7. 

I. 252. Behold! etc. There has been much speculation as 
to the sight revealed to Christabel. See Campbell’s note; 
Caine, Becnllections of D. (?. Bossetti , pp. 158-154 ; Bowden, 
New Studies in Literature , p. 389 ; Notes and Queries, First 
Series, Vol. L, p. 324. 

II. 408-426. ' Coleridge, in a letter to Poole, called these lines 
“ the best and sweetest ” he ever wrote. Rossetti thought that 
they were written separately and then fitted into the poem. 
Bee Pater, Appreciations, pp. 102-103 ; also Letters ofS. T, Cole* 
fidge, Voi II,, p, 609, note. 
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1. 422. Like cliffs, etc. See Caine, BecoUectiom of D. 0. 
Bossetti, pp. 161-102, for some geological strictures on this line 
and lines 424, 420. 

I. 583. A snake’s small eye, etc. See Brandi, Coleridge, 
etc., p, 214. "It is that description of the serpent-look of the 
witch’s eyes which* on being read in a company at LoTd Byron’s, 
is said to have caused Shelley to faint.” — Reed, Lecture* on 
British Poets, Vol. II., p. 125. 

II. 605-006. And positively, etc. 44 We see how such a poet 
obtaifts his music. Much forms of melody can proceed only 
from the most beautiful inner spirit of sympathy and imagina- 
tion. He sympathizes, in his universality, with antipathy 
itself. If Regan or Goneril had been a young and handsome 
witch of the times of chivalry, and attuned her violence to 
craft, or betrayed it in Venomous looks, she could not have 
beaten the soft-voiced, appalling spells, or sudden, snake-eyed 
glances of the lady Geraldine, — looks which the innocent 
Christabel, in her fascination, feels compelled to ‘imitate.’ 
, . . This is as exquisite in its knowledge of the fascinating 
tendencies of fear as it ts m its description.” — Leigh Hunt, 
Imagination and Fancy , pp. 205, 206. 

11. 050-077. Campbell thinks it " highly improbable that the 
lines were composed for Christabel. They were sent to Southey 
in a letter of May 0, 1801, and were therefore probably written 
aoout that time.” In the letter to Southey these lines follow 
immediately after an expression of anxiety as to the little 
Hartley’s health, and are in turn followed by a sentence which 
fully explains their import i "A very metaphysical account of 
fathers calling their children rogues, rascals, and little varlets, 
etc,” See Letters of & T. Coleridge, Vol. I., pp. 355-350, for 
1. & Coleridge's note on the passage. For another interpret** 
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tion of the passage see Notes and Queries, First Series, Vd. V., 
pp. 339-840, 

The Conclusion of Christabel. — Although Coleridge made , 
many allusions in his letters and conyersations to finishing the 
poem, nothing ever came of all his plans. In Gillman’s Life 
of Coleridge^ however, the following conclusion is reported 
(pp. 301-803) ; 

“ The following relation was to have Occupied a» third and 
fourth canto, and to have closed the tale. Over the mountains 
the Bard, as directed by Sir Leoline, hastes with his disciple ; 
but in consequence of one of those inundations, supposed to be 
common to this country, the spot only where the castle once 
stood is discovered, the edifice itself being washed away. He 
determines to return. Geraldine, being acquainted with all that 
is passing, like the weird sisters in Macbeth, vanishes. Reap- 
pearing, however, she awaits the return of the bard, exciting in 
the meantime, by her wily arts, all the anger she could rouse la 
the baron’s breast, as well as that jealousy of which he is 
described to have been susceptible. The old Bard and the 
youth at length arrive, and therefore she can no Ipnger person- 
ate the character of Geraldine, the daughter of Lord Roland de 
Vaux, but changes her appearance to that of the accepted though 
absent lover of Christabel Now ensues a courtship most dis- 
tressing to Christabel, who feels, she knows not why, great 
disgust for her once favored knight. This coldness is very 
painful to the Baron, who has no more conception than herself 
of the supernatural transformation* She at last yields to her 
father’s entreaties, and consents to approach the altar with this 
hated suitor* The real lover, returning, enters at this moment, 
and produces the ring which she had once given him in sign 
of her betrothmeot* Thus defeated, the supernatural being, 
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Genuine, disappears- As predicted, the castle bell tolls, the 
mother’s voice is heard, and to the exceeding great joy of the 
parties, the rightful marriage takes place, after which follows a 
reconciliation and explanation between the father and daugh- 
ter." See also Rossetti, Lives of Famous Poets , p. 260; Caine, 
Recollections of D. G-. Rossetti , p. 164 ; Wordsworth’s Prose 
Works, Vol. lit, p. 427. 
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Ancient Mariner , conclusion of, j origin of name, 100-101. 
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archaisms, use of, 78. 
•association, use of, 86, 

bar , 85. 
bassoon, 76. 

Behold / hot bottom, etc., 102. 
black lips baked, 82, 

Bowled Sonnets, xi. 

Boyer, James, ix-x. 


rior * of (lines 175-183), 102; 
interjection In, use ©f, 100; 
geology of, 103 ; lines 408-426, 
102; lines 656-677, 103-104; 
metre of, 99-100; music of, 
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nality of, 98-99; question in, 
use of, 100; text of, 101. 

clifts, 78. 

Coleridge, as critic, xii, xx, xxlli, 
xxxi ; as journalist, xv, xxiv, 
xxx-xxxi ; as lecturer, xv, 
xxiv; as man, xxix-xxx; as 
monologist, viii, xii, xxvi- 
xxviii, xxxiv, 74; as philoso- 
pher, viii, xi, xx, xxii-xxiv, 
xxxi; as poet, x, ad, xv, xvi- 
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and tiamb, viil* xxi ; and Poole, 
xxi; and Southey, xiii-xiv; 
and Wordsworth, xvi-xx, xxi, 
xxxii, 69-71; at Cambridge, 
xii-xtii ; at Christ’s Hospital, 
vil-xii ; at Highgate, xxi, xxv- 
xxix; birth, v, boyish pas- 
times, aversion to, vi, vii, x; 
childhood, vi-vii ; death, xxix; 
decline of poetical powers, 
xxii-xxiii, 98; domestic troub- 
les, xv, xxi, xxix ; enlistment 
in army, xiii, financial straits, 
xiii f xir-xvi, xxi ; from 1799- 
181(i, xxi-xxii ; Germany, visit 
to, xx; marriage, xiv; mental 
character, xxix ; opium, use of , 
xvi, xxi-xxii, xxv, 96; parent- 
age* v~vl; pension, xx, xj >- 
xxvl ; place in literature, xxx- 
xxxii; precocity, vii-vlii ; prose 
works, xxv; reading, earJy, 
vi-vii, vlii, x, xi. 
contrast, use of, 76, 87. 
crazy go. Who now doth , 94. 
crime of Ancient Mariner, 69-70, 

, 79. 

cross-bow, 68. 
curses in literature, 66. 


death -fires 1 81. 

Death in poetry, 84* 
description, indirect* 73. 
drifts, 


j eftsoons, 74. 
ellipsis, rhetorical* 72. 
epithets, 74-76, 
eye, A snake's small , 103. 
eye, His glittering , 74. 

fignres, use of, 61, 
furrow followed free, The , 80. 

geography, use of, 76, 77, 90. 
ghost, a blessed, 86. 
glosses, the, 69, 70, 72, 66, $7. 
go&Mmeres, 68. 
grin, They for joy did , 82. 

Hermit, 98, 94. 

horrible, omission of, 69, 84-85. 
honey •dew, As soft as, 90. 

In ripple or in shade , 92. 

1 1 pass , like night, 94. 
isolation, sense of, 75, 79. 

It is an ancient Manner, 72. 
Ivy*tod, 93. 

Kubla Khan, date, xxv* 96; 
music of, 97-98; origin of* 96- 
97; source Of, 96. 

• 

language superior to painting 
and sculpture, 89. 
lay down m her loveliness , And, 
102 . 

Lifted her up, 101. 
lightning, description of* 39* 
living life , 9Q, 
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loon, 74. 

Lyrical Ballads, xvii-xx, xxxiii, 


minstrelsy, 76. 
monosyllables, use of, 75. 

Night-mare, 65. 

Nodding their heads , 78. 
numbers, use of, 72-73. 

ocean green , 91, 
one of three, 72-73. 
or ever, 86. 

painting, limitation of, 81, 89. 
pautisocracy, xiv. 

Pilot shrieked, 93. 
poetry, x, xviii-xix, xxxil. 

reading, suggestions on expres- 
sive, 79, 80, 81, 89. 
repetition, use of, 76. 

sculpture, limitation of, 89. 
shapes, Fall many, 93, 
shroud, 79. 
silly, 88. 


I sky-dark, 89. 

slave, Still as as. Wore his lord * 
90. 

Sleep, 88. 

suggestion, use of, 85. 
sunless sea , Down to a, 97. 
supernatural, us© of, 73-74, 77, 
82-83, 87-88, 89, 91, 94, 95-96, 
101, 102. 

surprise, use of, 76. 
suoound , 78. 

That strove to he, and were noii 
fast , 101. 

Thorough, 78. 
thunder-fit , 78. 

Tu-whit, etc., 100. 

unreal, vividness of the, 73-74. 

vespers, 79. 

Wedding-Guest, 74, 79. 
well-a-day , 81. 
wist, 82. 

Wtthin the nether tip , 85-86. 
words, economy in use Of, 75. 







